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striving Nation 
Constant Pursuit of Independence 
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By Zaven Khanjian, AMAA Executive Director/CEO 


Are we into politics? 

Armenia is in turmoil and, in line with the AMAA’s committed mission, 
involvement and presence in the country, we reflected with a public declaration 
unabashedly applauding the victory of a popular strife in the Homeland. 

A few good friends rushed to invite my attention that the AMAA should steer 
away from political statements. 

"Well done," said another "for making a critical public declaration with tact and 
eloquence, while underscoring critical distinctions." 

To set minds to rest, let me assure you that the AMAA does not and will not get 
involved in politics as generally comprehended. The AMAA does not steer members, 
deliberate or encourage the public to favor John/Jane Doe over an opponent. However, the AMAA is keen to 
see that nations, and especially our Homeland, enjoy the freedom and exercise the right to express an opinion 
without undue pressure, intimidation, force, bribery or duress. 

In the June 25, 1910 issue of the weekly AVEDAPER, the official publication of the Evangelical Church of 
Armenia and the Armenian Evangelical community in the Ottoman Empire and characterized on the manchette 
as a religious, educational, familial and political publication, the missionary Editor Rev. Herbert M. Alan, referring 
to a conviction among Armenian Evangelicals as being their ‘national duty,’ states: "It is imperative to feel the fire 
of national strife in their blood. It is imperative to grasp that Armenian Evangelicals are the invariable inheritors 
of the nation’s most noble legacy."* 

| see no reason for that fire to lose its intellectual intensity today. 

| have often envisioned the ‘new citizen’ in the Homeland to be one of indelible integrity, upholding 
the highest moral values and of unblemished reputation. A citizen, unafraid to advocate social justice, 
freedom of conscience, expression or speech; a citizen who exercises voluntarism, sustains society, respects 
human rights, loves his neighbor and sacrifices for the Homeland; a citizen who loves the Lord and reflects 
His love around. 

That vision is part of the practice of our AMAA mission in the Homeland and anywhere we operate. 

A century ago, three years after of the zenith of a ferocious bluster, the most abhorrent experience in our 
thousands of years long history, we witnessed the merciful hand of God. In 1918, the remnants of the survivors, 
having their backs to the wall of annihilation fought the most ferocious and heroic battles against battalions of 
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regular army regiments. Holding back no sacrifice and brevity, they won the battle of survival, creating the first 
independent Republic in the history of our nation in many, many centuries. 

Today, 100 years after the emergence of the first Republic, we witness a wave of an amazing popular 
discontent peacefully advocating another form of independence. Independence of the mind and soul to a fetterless 
horizon of creativity, dignity and the pursuit of happiness. Independence that will shatter the barrier of social, 
judicial and democratic injustice. Independence that will anchor the faith and conviction of a Homeland that 
equally belongs to all. Independence where all citizens equitably share rights and responsibilities. 

As a believer, | cannot confine myself to the complacency of my faith taking shelter in the promise of 
salvation without emulating the sacrifice, love, indulgence and compassion Christ has set for me. Whatever the 
name, that courage is part of our mission. | bow to the memory of heroes and heroines whose sacrificial struggle 
and martyrdom created the Armenian Republic in 1918. | equally revere the non-violent courage of our youth in 
Yerevan’s Republic Square striving for a bright, happy, just and righteous Homeland. 

Our yoke is to preserve, nurture and ingeniously develop what we have inherited for the benefit of the 
striving generation on Republic Square and their progeny, always reminding them of God’s grace and love. 

Thank you for your continued partnership in bearing that yoke! 

It is much appreciated. 


May 5, 2018 
Paramus, NJ 
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By Rev. Kevork G. Terian* 


We looked in vain for our allies to come and save us, but we were looking for nations that could not save us. 
Lamentations 4:17 


Armenian inhabitants, the Ottoman Turks turned their attention to Eastern Armenia with the aim of annihilating 

the remnants of the Armenian nation and wiping away Armenia off the maps of the world. 

The prevailing conditions at that time favored the Turks. Following the Bolshevik Revolution, the Russian army 
withdrew from Transcaucasia and left the Armenian population defenseless against the Ottoman army that started 
advancing eastward into Armenia. 

General Nazarbekian and Drastamat Kananyan, who is known by his nom de guerre Dro, hastily organized a small Armenian army 
to fill the positions that the Russians had vacated with Armenian units that consisted mainly of volunteers who had been displaced from 
Van, Moush, Sasoun and Bitlis by the Genocide of 1915. 

On May 21, 1918, three divisions of the Ottoman army launched a three-pronged attack against Armenia. The first division seized 
the city of Alexandropol, modern Gyumri. The second division advanced on Pash Abaran, and the third division crossed the Arax River 
near modern Armavir, which is only 25 miles away from Yerevan, the capital of Armenia. 

After a fierce battle that lasted three days, Dro and his partisans were able to drive the Turkish invaders away from Pash Abaran 
after inflicting heavy losses on them. In the meantime, General Movses Silikian forced the Turks to retreat from Alexandropol. Colonel 
Daniel Pirumian, a brilliant military strategist, commanding the 5th Armenian Regiment, successfully conducted a flanking maneuver at 
Sardarabad that compelled the Turks to flee in disarray, leaving behind their dead and war equipment. 

The Battle of Sardarabad, and the twin battles associated with it, was actually a "David versus Goliath" type of military engagement. 
Although the Armenians were outnumbered and outgunned, they were able to win decisive victories due to their exceptional heroism and 
Divine Providence. The reason I am also crediting God for the Armenian victories at those battlefields is because all military experts and 
historians are of the opinion that it was EXTREMELY UNLIKELY for the Armenians to defeat three well-equipped Ottoman divisions 
with their rag-tag, ill-equipped army and volunteers who lacked the most basic military training. 

Granted the Armenian soldiers and volunteers were highly motivated because they knew that they were fighting for the existence of 
their nation. However, we cannot dismiss God’s intervention in influencing the outcome of the battle when the odds stacked against us 
were indeed staggering. 

Sardarabad was a battle of faith. Church bells kept ringing across the land of Armenia calling on people to pray and volunteer 
for battle. The clergy also responded by joining the volunteer units. The whole nation was mobilized despite the severe losses that the 
Armenians had suffered during the Genocide of 1915. All military experts use the word "Miracle" to describe the outcome of the Battle 
of Sardarabad and I concur with them. 

Lamentations 4:17 describes the attitude of the Armenians during World War I. "We looked in vain for our allies to come and save 
us, but we were looking for nations that could not save us." We naively believed that the Allies (the United States, Great Britain, France 
and Russia) would rush to save us because our enemy belonged to the opposing camp. To our great dismay that did not happen. At 
Sardarabad in 1918, the situation was completely different. Our only ally, Russia, had abandoned us and we had to face our enemy all 
alone, relying entirely on ourselves and God. 

The heroes of Sardarabad prevented the annihilation of the Armenian nation and restored Armenian statehood on May 28, 1918, by 
declaring the establishment of the First Armenian Republic which was officially recognized by even genocidal Turkey. 

Marshall Bagramian, who was a highly decorated hero for his military exploits during World War II, says, "If the Armenian forces 
had failed to defeat the Ottomans at Sardarabad, nothing would have remained of Armenia." 

Today Armenia faces similar existential threats by the same perennial enemies. To overcome the many crises that confront us, we 
need patriotic leaders like Dro, Silikian and Pirumian. We need national unity and a well-trained and well-equipped army; moreover, 
we need to draw close to God. By abandoning our Christian faith, we would not accrue a single benefit; on the contrary, it would do us 
irreparable harm in every sphere.O) 


* Rev. Kevork G. Terian was the former Pastor of the Armenian Cilicia Evangelical Church of Pasadena, CA. He retired in April 2018. 


| ntoxicated by the success of their diabolical plan of depopulating Western Armenia and Cilicia of their indigenous 
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With Country, Right or Wrong 


Jottings on the 100" Anniversary of the First Republic of Armenia 


By Vahram Shemmassian, Ph.D.* 


once again after centuries of subjugation by invading Turkic 

hordes and hostile neighbors. It was not the best of times, 
but there has never been a propitious moment in history whereby 
freedom is granted to a nation on a silver plate. And so, with 
sheer resolve and utmost sacrifice, the Armenians in the Caucasus 
in three main battles repelled invading Turkish nationalist forces 
bent on completing the Genocide that had taken place across 
from the border, in the Ottoman Empire. Armenian statehood 
was thus reborn. The nascent Republic laid an infrastructure 
based on democratic tenets that guaranteed human rights with 
the fullest meaning of the term. Unfortunately, the Republic, 
sandwiched between Bolshevik and Turkish avaricious designs, 
came to an end after a mere two-and-a-half years of existence. 
It then functioned for seven decades as a Soviet Republic under 
Communist ideology and rule. On September 21, 1991, inde- 
pendent Armenian statehood arose anew like a phoenix from the 
ashes of a crumbling Soviet Union. 

This year marks the 100th anniversary of the First Republic 
of Armenia, a most joyous occasion indeed. A lot has been writ- 
ten about that episode. Soviet historiography, based on Marxist- 
Leninist interpretations, has painted it with a distorted image. 
The Diaspora, in turn, has viewed it through diametrically op- 
posed prisms. The Red-Blue-Orange Tricolor, the symbol of 
the Republic, became a bone of contention between those who 
defended and preserved it and those who despised and could 
not tolerate it. The Cold War that pitted the West and the Soviet 
Union against each other further polarized the Armenian camps. 
Fortunately, as Armenia after 1991 adopted the Tricolor as its 


j n 1918, independence dawned upon the Armenian people 


national flag, all factions 
in the Diaspora embraced 
the cause. Although the 
jury is not out yet—and 
it may never be—in its 
dispassionate assessment 
of the historical experi- 
ence of 1918-1920, the 
tempers have subsided to 
a large extent. 

Needless to say, 
without 1918-1920 we 
would not have 1920- 
1991 nor 1991-present. 
It is this continuum, albeit 
with its ups and downs, 
that we must understand 
with a mature and maturing collective mind devoid of emotional, 
romantic, glorifying and or idealistic expressions. For sobriety 
is the order of the day. And we must support "country, right or 
wrong" but with a caveat: To right all wrongs, always seeking 
God’s guidance to have the wisdom and moral fortitude to 
do so. O 


* Dr. Vahram Shemmassian is Associate Professor and the Director 
of the Armenian Studies Program in the Department of Modern 
and Classical Languages and Literatures at California State 
University, Northridge. 
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TheMelvet. 


By Harout Nercessian, AMAA Representative in Armenia 


n May 8, 2018, with the reluctant yet necessary 
support of the parliamentary majority Republican 
Party, the Armenian Parliament elected the outspoken 
and ardent critic of the ruling party, Nikol Pashinyan 
as Prime Minister (PM). This extraordinary political earthquake 
ushered in a new era of what Armenians hope will become one 
of justice, prosperity and dignity for all. This election was the 
culmination of weeks of popular and continuously expanding 
peaceful protest marches, highway closures, walkouts, boycotts, 
and other acts of civil disobedience. Evening protests at Republic 
Square in the center of Yerevan followed the daytime protests. 
An average of 100,000 protesters gathered 
to hear defiant yet inspiring speeches 
by movement leaders, pop artists and 
Diaspora celebrities. The emotionally 
charged gatherings ended with compelling 
speeches by Nikol Pashinyan. 

Pashinyan instructed his followers, 
most of whom were young people, to be re- 
spectful and loving toward the authorities, 
especially the police. 

He challenged the cheering crowds and 
the hundreds of thousands of online viewers to claim and fight for 
their rights for free and fair elections. He said that they were entitled 
to a government that would listen and respond to the concerns and 
aspirations of the people whom they were elected to serve. 

Earlier the protesters had successfully demanded the resignation 
of PM Serzh Sargsyan, who had just been elected to a third term as 
head of state, and they followed that with a unified demand for the 
immediate election of the "people’s choice" as PM. 

The protest movement, named "My Step" (hw puyjp), 
began on March 31, when Nikol Pashinyan, along with a hand- 
ful of associates, began his 14-day protest march from Gyumri to 
Yerevan. Every day, the movement gained momentum as it spread 
throughout the country and Armenian communities in the Diaspora. 
On April 23, PM Sargsyan resigned. The people were both stunned 
by the news and further emboldened. The startling news of Sarg- 
syan’s resignation sparked instantaneous street parties throughout 
the country. Hundreds of thousands of people took to the streets 
cheering and congratulating one another. 


On May 1, the ruling majority party refused to support the can- 
didacy of Nikol Pashinyan, and the Parliament failed to elect a new 
PM. That same evening, Pashinyan called for a general paralyzing 
strike in the country on May 2, blocking all transportation, including 
the Metro, major highways, the access road to Zvartnots Airport, and 
a walk-out at schools and governmental offices. The day ended with 
the largest gathering ever at Republic Square: more than 200,000 
people demanded the election of Nikol Pashinyan as PM. 

On May 2, the ruling Republican Party unwillingly agreed 
to support Pashinyan’s candidacy for Prime Minister. On May 8, 
most Armenians, glued to their television and computer screens 
or car radios, watched and listened to the 
Parliamentary election proceedings. The 
long-awaited new era was ushered in with 
the election of Nikol Pashinyan as the 12" 
Prime Minister of Armenia. 

Pashinyan promised that his administra- 
tion would not take revenge, and will uproot 
all forms of corruption and cronyism. The 
country will not have any political prisoners 
and the judiciary will be allowed to operate 
independent of all external influences. All 
citizens will be treated as equals before the law. 

This Velvet Revolution has inspired new hope among Armenians, 
both in the Homeland and the Diaspora. For the first time in many years, 
people are optimistic about the future. They feel that they finally have 
a "government of the people, by the people and for the people." 

It must be noted that AMAA Armenia operations were not 
interrupted during or after the Revolution. 
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ev. Dr. Manuel M. Jinbachian was born in Beirut, 
Lebanon on October 29, 1939 to Missag and 
Manoushag Jinbachian. He graduated in June 
1956 from the Armenian Evangelical Central 
High School of Ashrafieh and later continued his studies at the 
American University of Beirut (AUB) and the Near East School 
of Theology (NEST) graduating with a Bachelor of Arts degree 
from AUB anda Bachelor of Divinity degree from NEST. Soon 
after graduation, he went to Damascus, Syria to be pastor of 
two small churches where he served until July 1965. 

In August 1965, he went to Egypt to be pastor of the two 
Armenian Evangelical Churches in Cairo and Alexandria, 
at the same time continuing his studies for a Master of Arts 
degree in history. 

Rev. Jinbachian returned to Beirut after four years to teach 
at Haigazian College. Upon his return to Beirut, he married 
Hasmig Terzian who was secretary to the President of NEST, 
and they had two daughters Nania and Lori. 

After serving at Haigazian College, Rev. Jinbachian went 
to Oxford University - Pembroke College, to specialize in Ar- 
menian studies. Within three years, he graduated with B.Litt. 
degree in Armenian studies and returned to Beirut in 1975 to 
continue teaching at Haigazian College where he taught for six 
more years. While at Haigazian College, he met Dr. William 
Reyburn, who was a United Bible Societies (UBS) officer 
in charge of Bible translations in the Middle East and South 
Asia. When Dr. Reyburn learned that Rev. Jinbachian knew 
Hebrew and ancient Greek, Armenian, Arabic and Turkish, 
he asked him to join the United Bible Societies to become a 
translation advisor. Rev. Jinbachian accepted the offer to be 
a translation advisor for the Middle East. 

Being a translation advisor at this time was both very 
challenging and interesting. The civil war in Lebanon 


J 


nbachian 


that started in 1975 made it difficult for Rev. Jinbachian 
to travel because the airport would often close, so he 
could not visit the countries where he was appointed as 
translation advisor. Due to this situation in Beirut, he was 
asked to go to France for one year to study until the civil 
war in Lebanon was over. Later he was asked to go to 
Strasbourg where the Regional Translation Coordinator, 
Dr. Jan de Waard, lived. 

During this year he was able to complete all the courses 
that were necessary to qualify to write a doctoral thesis while 
continuing his work with the Bible Society. His position with 
the Bible Society took him all over Europe and the former 
Soviet Union. 

He served in this position until 2002, when he was sent to 
Montreal by the UBS Europe Middle East office in London 
to teach Bible translation in the two universities of Montreal. 
He and his family moved to Montreal and he began to teach 
in the two universities: McGill in English and Université de 
Montreal in French. He taught for nine years, until 2011, 
when he turned 72 years old. He then became a retired UBS 
officer living in Montreal with his wife and close to both of 
his daughters and their families. 

Rev. Jinbachian continues in the same position and con- 
tinues to be the translation advisor for the western Armenian 
Bible translation with the two translators who are Archbish- 
ops. The New Testament and the Psalms are already trans- 
lated and printed. Rev. Jinbachian and the Archbishops will 
continue to work until they finish the Old Testament. May 
God give him and the translators the energy and mind power 
to finish this important task. 

Rev. Jinbachian recently published his third book 
entitled The Classic Armenian Bible, its Sources and 
Translation Technique.U 
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100,000 Armenians, 3,000 of whom were Armenian 
Evangelicals, settled in different parts of Greece in 
1920-22 after the catastrophe of Smirna and Asia Minor. 
In 1922 they established churches in Athens in four refugee 
camps, and one church in Thessaloniki. In other parts of Greece, 
like Corfu, Sira, Kios, Kefalonia, Corinth and Cavala, small 
congregations were also formed where spiritual and educational 
ministries were established, some short term and others for 
longer terms. 

Because of the country’s financial situation, many Armenians 
fled Greece in 1932 and later, especially in 1946-47, many emi- 
grated to Soviet Armenia. As a result, the number of Armenians 
drastically declined, leaving around 20,000 Armenians and only 
120 Armenian Evangelical families all over Greece. 

Besides the organized churches in Athens and Thessaloniki 
many spiritual leaders were ministering in different parts of 
Greece, bringing a significant service to Evangelicals and 
Armenians. Among those were Badveli Alexan Garabedian a 
preacher in Sira, where Sema Kuyumjian was a teacher at the 
Girls School in Marzvan. Stepan Abroian worked with the Bible 
Society. Badveli Nishan Begian was the right hand of Miss 
Koushman, the Headmaster of the orphanage. There was also 
Mrs. Begian and Merry Heghinian and Rev. Hovsep Jejizian in 
Corfu with the British Mission, whose representative was Miss 
Berjes. In Derghouti (Athens) and the Kokkinia area, the first 
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The Armenian Evangelical Church of Kokkinia. 
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Pastor was Rev. Garabed 
Stanboulian. 

Kokkinia (near the 
Pirea port) was one of the 
other refugee camps for Ar- 
menians as well as Greeks 
from Asia Minor, where 
an Armenian Evangelical 
Church was established 
in 1922. The first official 
Pastor was Rev. Roupen 
Kayaian who served the 
Church from 1923-1927. 
Rev. Krikor Demirdjian 
resumed the ministry of 
the Armenian Evangelical 
churches of Kokkinia and 
Derghouty until his death in 1985. Despite his blindness he was 
a bright, rhetorical and visionary person, a graduate of the School 
of Religion of Athens. He served with great commitment and 
was well liked and respected by all, Armenians and Greeks alike. 
His best friend and coworker was Rev. Mihran Renjilian, who 
together with Rev. Demirjian, ran the school and the church and 
many other ministries like Christian Endeavor Union, Summer 
DVBS, and feeding the neighbors in times of war. 


Rev. Vicken Cholakian, current Pastor 
of the Armenian Evangelical Church of 
Kokkinia, Greece. 


The Youth Group of the Church with Rev. Krikor Demirjian - 1950s. 
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In Greece, more than 15 Armenian pastors and leaders have 
served the community. 

After the passing of Rev. Krikor Demirjian, visiting pastors 
filled the gap for two years, until Rev. Mher Khatchigian took 
the ministry of Kokkinia and Neos Kosmos churches for six 
and a half years. In 1993 he left the Church and went to Canada 
to minister the Armenian Evangelical Church of Montreal. 
Soon after Rev. Vicken V. Cholakian resumed the ministry as 
the head Pastor of the churches. Since 2008 the ministry in the 
Neos Kosmos church has been halted because of the absence of 
families living around the church. The rest joined the church in 
Kokkinia. 

Since the 1970s there has been no Armenian Evangelical 
community in Thessaloniki and thus no church or ministry. Since 
2012, Samvel Mayilian, a young Armenian from Armenia and a 
graduate of a theological seminary, has been ministering a small 
community in the city and helping, to reach out to refugees while 
being a volunteer pastor. Rev. Vicken Cholakian has been visiting 
this small Branch Church in Thessaloniki occasionally. 

Currently within the Kokkinia Church, the active 
organizations are the Women's Auxiliary, a Youth Group, a 
Sunday School, a Kindergarten and the Arevig Bookstore, which 
was the vision of Salpi Cholakian, the late wife of the pastor, 
and is the only Armenian Bookstore in the country. 

The Church and its pastor Rev. Cholakian have built a close 
fellowship with the sister churches and often together they 
organize joint events on certain occasions and pay cordial visits 
to each other. 

The Church is grateful to the many individuals and organiza- 
tions who have and continue to support this church, believing in 
the ministry throughout the years in this part of "Bible Lands." 
American, German, British and Danish missions have supported 
the Church especially in the early years when Armenians fled the 
Genocide and settled down in Greece. In addition, from its early 
days up until now, the Church recognized the faithful support of 
the Armenian Missionary Association of America without whom 
our ministry would have been crippled. O 


The Arevig Bookstore of the Church. 


The late Rev. Dr. Giragos Chopourian, former Executive Director of 
the AMAA, honors veteran Pastor Krikor Demirjian, with a Golden 
Medal on June 13, 1982, for his 55 years of faithful service to the 
Armenian Evangelical Community of Greece. 


Sunday School children celebrate Palm Sunday. 
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AMAA 100" Anniversary 


YEARS OF SERVICE 


The Armenian Missionary Association of America 
A Legacy of Faith, Love, and Service 


By Rev. John Khanjian, Ph.D. 


Part II 
100 Years of Devoted Leadership 


nstitutions, whether they are educational, ecclesiastical, 

or benevolent need a person to provide leadership, receive 

communication from the field and respond appropriately 

under the parameters set by the Board. Although the first 
attempt had failed, Rev. Kalaidjian was rehired and served a little 
over three years, of which two years as mission pastor and one year 
as Executive Secretary of the AMAA. Rev. Antranig A. Bedikian 
filled the position of Executive Secretary on and off for fifteen 
years without financial compensation. Rev. Manasseh G. Papazian 
became Secretary for only one year (1928 — 1929), and for lack 
of funds, he returned to his parish in Fresno, CA. During the hard 
years of the Great Depression, Rev. Dr. Yervant Hadidian assumed 
the leadership on a half-time basis from September 12, 1930 to 
1935. One of his significant contributions was the establishment 
of the Joint AMAA and American Board Cooperative Committee, 
which enabled the AMAA to work with the Congregational Board 
on joint mission work in the Middle East where the greatest number 
of survivors of the Genocide had settled. He was succeeded by 
Rev. Nishan Begian who was employed on a one-third time basis 
until his death in 1943. As mentioned, Rev. Bedikian took the helm 
once again in 1946, when the Armenian Evangelical Churches 
were celebrating their 100-year anniversary, and played a very 
significant role in the success of the Centennial Fund Campaign. 


. Armenian youth from 
the interiors of Turkey 
who were brought to the 


Upon the recommendation of Rev. Bedikian, "a full-time and 
fully equipped Executive was hired on September 20, 1946 in 
the person of Rev. Puzant H. Kalfayan"’ who was well prepared 
with his university and theological training. He also had intimate 
knowledge of the Near East, its church culture, and institutions; 
he was conversant in five languages, which he used in the field. 

By this time, the mission field had expanded beyond the Mid- 
dle East (Eastern and Western Armenia, Lebanon, Syria, Greece, 
Cyprus) and included Iran, France, Argentina, Brazil, and Uruguay. 
Rev. Kalfayan was aware of the growing need and became the 
bridge of hope for the needy and destitute people. He had a car- 
ing personality and put in great effort to meet the growing need of 
the various communities. I met him once in Beirut; since we had 
corresponded previously, I just wanted to see this good man. His 
handsome and gracious presence and humility left a big impres- 
sion on my young mind. As Rev. Giragos H. Chopourian reports, 
within two years of his appointment, Rev. Kalfayan doubled the 
revenue. From 1946-1948, the Centennial Fund grew to $154,000, 
$19,000 of which came from the Near East. In order to encour- 
age greater participation in the endeavors of the Association, he 
increased the number of the leaders. Rev. Kalfayan, being aware 
of the need for well-trained teachers for the schools in Syria and 
Lebanon, initiated the Teacher Training Institute in Beirut, Leba- 
non, which after serving its purpose for a few years, was succeeded 
by Haigazian College in 1955. He also initiated the Child Educa- 
tion Sponsorship program which continues to this day supporting 
many students with their education in the 
Middle East and Armenia. On the occasion 
of the AMAA’s forty years of services, 
Rev. Kalfayan embarked on an ambitious 
One Million Dollar Fortieth Anniversary 
Campaign in May 1959. Unfortunately, as 
the Campaign was to commence, his heart 
failed and he passed away on May 26, 1959 
to the dismay of all who knew and loved 
him. With his untimely death, as well as 
with his life, Rev. Kalfayan inspired the 
fundraising committees to surpass their 
efforts and secure a handsome amount for 
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the Fortieth Anniversary Campaign. 
During his thirteen years of service 
with the AMAA, he became the face 
and symbol of the AMAA, and what 
it stands for. Blessed is his memory. 

The Rev. Edward Tovmassian 
left his loving congregation of Greater 
Detroit and took the helm of the 
AMAA leadership for nine years 
before retiring in 1968 due to a heart 
problem. "His parental image, soft 
sell, friendly and winning visitations, 
his touching sermons added further to 
the growing image of the AMAA."$ 
During his tenure, the Istanbul Youth Home for Children, that at- 
tracted youth from the interiors of Turkey, was supported and the 
numbers grew, eventually reaching 1,500 students. He was able to 
secure sponsors for these Armenians who were saved from Turki- 
fication. Upon Rev. Tovmassian’s sudden retirement, the Board 
began to search for a permanent Executive. Steven Mardiguian 
became acting Executive Director from September 11, 1968 to 
December 11, 1968. 

On January 1, 1969, the Rev. Dr. Giragos Haroutune Chopou- 
rian was installed into the position of Executive Secretary which he 
held until 1975, when his title changed to Executive Director. This 
change was in response to the increased administrative responsi- 
bilities and multiplicity of projects. The AMAA had come of age 
with increased popularity, financial resources, and opportunities for 
service. He served close to 19 years and retired officially on August 
1, 1987. Rev. Chopourian left a legacy of growth in contributions, 
extensive service projects, and a well-tuned organization. 

"When he assumed the position, he inherited a little under 


The official opening of the 
AMAA Headquarters on 
Forest Avenue, Paramus, 
NJ. With Executive 


Director Rev. Giragos 
Chopourian, Benefactor 
Ruth Philibosian and 
AMAA President George 
Philibosian. 


amounted to $25,538,088. In the same period the budgets were 
$160,245 and $1,753,606 respectively. This kind of growth enabled 
the Association to intensify its support of the established services 
for churches, publications, schools, charitable institutions, handi- 
capped groups and many other human services. But it also made it 
possible to engage in new programs, among which, to name a few, 
were: adding the Uniting Church of Australia into the program; 
the purchase of the IPC building for Haigazian College (funded by 
the Mugar family); princely contribution by Miss Ruth Philibosian 
for the construction of a seven-story building for the Yeprem and 
Martha Philibosian School in Beirut; shared expenditure with Steve 
Philibosian of a quarter million dollars to build and/or improve 


The Inauguration of the 
new Headquarters of 


AMAA on Century Rd. 
Paramus, NJ - George 
Philibosian, Rev. Movses 
Janbazian and Andy 
Torigian - October 1998. 


seven or more school buildings in Lebanon; campaigned for a 
Ministerial Retirement Fund for the Near East Union of Churches 
for $100,000...; established the AEUNA/AMAA Home Missions 
Committee,"’ and many other projects such as the organization of 
the Armenian Evangelical World Conference out of which grew the 
Armenian Evangelical World Council that unites the world-wide 
five Armenian Evangelical Unions. 

The Rev. Dr. Movses Boghos Janbazian was hired as the 
first Field Director of the AMAA, and he served in this capacity 
from September 1980 to July 1987. Beginning on August 1, 1987, 
he assumed the responsibilities of the Executive Director. Rev. 
Chopourian and Rev. Janbazian collaborated and participated in 
the AMAA ministry for almost seven years. It is worth noting that 
since Rev. Janbazian’s appointment there has been a phenomenal 
growth in funds and projects. The additional projects were in a 
way imposed on the AMAA by the political upheavals that swept 
the Middle East, particularly in Lebanon, Armenia, and Artsakh. 
Rev. Janbazian was faced with the sixteen-year long Lebanese 
Civil War which devastated every church and school in Lebanon, 
created massive immigration, poverty, suffering, unemployment, 
and disruption of the academic life of the students. Rev. Janbazian 
visited the war-torn Beirut several times offering hope and help to 
those in need. After the collapse of the Soviet Union on December 
25, 1991, Armenia became Independent, Artsakh voted for inde- 
pendence and the Artsakh and Azeri war broke out. Prior to that 
was the catastrophe of the 1988 earthquake, which devastated many 
cities and towns in Armenia. These were very challenging times, 
which demanded great leadership and assistance. Rev. Janbazian 
utilized to the maximum the AMAA resources to meet the needs 
of the wounded, hungry, homeless, and destitute of our people. 
The AMAA renewed its commitment to Armenia, and began the 
Sponsorship program, the brainchild of a few visionary and devoted 
women, encouraged and embraced by Rev. Janbazian. The Orphan 
and Child Sponsorship Program remains the longest continuing 
AMAA program in Armenia having served tens of thousands of 
children over the years. 

He established the AMAA offices in Armenia and Artsakh, 
which became the helping arm by providing clothing, food, 
medical help, and financial and educational assistance to count- 
less people. In addition to the above, Rev. Janbazian carried the 
heavy responsibility of the relocation of the AMAA Headquarters 
from 140 Forest Avenue to the newly acquired Headquarters at 31 
West Century Road in Paramus, NJ. In his vision for Armenia, he 
had a strong conviction that the Evangelical Church of Armenia 
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needed well- prepared pastors who could think theologically in 
Armenian. Thus, on April 21, 1997, the Evangelical Theological FOOTNOTES 
Academy of Armenia was inaugurated which was endowed with 


an adequate library, and produced a large number of graduates. P A oe 
After the war in Lebanon, the physical structures of our 9. Ibid. p.5-6 
schools and churches needed renovation; again, Rev. Janbazian 10. Rev. Dr. Movses B. Janbazian, Man of Vision With a Mission 
wisely provided resources to build and resume the educational es an ae CE SANs 
and religious life of our broken and depressed community in iene foe “| * The author is grateful to Louisa Janbazian for reviewing, 
Lebanon. His untimely death on September 25, 2000 disrupted [Weuueasoi Riise odie ORTON a eda titans sounauor 
the completion of the 23 countries mission of the "man of vi- anaae - 
sion.” The U.S. Ambassador to Armenia, Michael C. Lemmon Beirut, 
aptly eulogized him, "Rev. Janbazian was a man of bright in- Lebanon. 
tellect, vision, and integrity who put his talents to good use to 
help in the spiritual revival of his people and the development Ambassador Lemmon’s words were prophetic in that it has 


of Armenia. He was a true leader and his loss will be felt fora been a difficult task to find a person to fill his shoes. 


long time."'° To be continued in the next issue 


@aicouD Official Call to the 99** Annual Meeting 
Sz of the Armenian Missionary Association of America 


The 99" Annual Meeting of the Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA) will be held on Saturday, October 20, 2018 at 9:00 a.m. at the United 
Armenian Congregational Church, 3480 Cahuenga Blvd. West, Los Angeles, CA 90068. All members of the AMAA are invited to attend the Meeting to: 
|. Consider and approve the reports of the Officers, Committees, Chapters and Affiliated Boards of the Association for the fiscal year 2017-2018; 
Il. Review the financial reports for the fiscal year 2017-2018; 
lll. | Announce the names of the newly elected Board members; 
lV. Elect members to the Nominating Committee; 
V. Elect an Auditor; and 
Vi. Consider and address any other business that may come before the membership. 


PROGRAM OF THE 99" ANNUAL MEETING AND RELATED ACTIVITIES 


Thursday, October 18 at the United Armenian Congregational Church, Los Angeles 
O00 DM aera Sreateroe cuer cer eerete Se IMIGL 
© TOO PM Le... eee eee eee ee ee» Armenian Evangelical World Council Meeting 


Friday, October 19 at the United Armenian Congregational Church, Los Angeles 


Rie HOU Sarees opti earner Vaca Nee miner Armenian Evangelical World Council Meeting 
Ore Le UNI crear cas eeerst trae svouscerrseniar eens Lunch 

ke 19] terme ate ee ene eee Dinner 

ce TOON Une Near ae Neto vera ol CBee AMAA Board of Directors Meeting 


Saturday, October 20 at the United Armenian Congregational Church, Los Angeles 


5 9 D:0CAM IS aincle c oie ciescuare iieeucceuess OO" Annual Meeting 
oe 2 SUID ee eee ns oat ers MUNCH 


as te \ . : ’ » 
© L30PM, 6.6... eee ee ee ee ©» « » AMAA Board of Directors Meeting (Short Session) \ ‘ ae & 
Saturday, October 20 at the Millennium Biltmore Hotel, Los Angeles ‘ « 
9 O00. DIN ee ea eargree cea Reception dj 
eats 00, Oise ost state as nen tek Banquet 


Sunday, October 21 at the United Armenian Congregational ull Los Angeles 
ea DO OT ae Sistas sols 99" Annual Meeting Worship Service and installation of AMAA officers 


» 


Wi. ou# Centennial Reflections 


"..as we celebrate [the AMAA's 
Centennial] accomplishments, 

we pay tribute to the founders 
who had the vision and the 
courage in establishing a Christian 
humanitarian organization ... 
serving all Armenians in need 

of education, humanitarian 
services, and establishing 
churches and institutions in a 
diverse community. Today we 
salute AMAA for its continued 
success with newer challenges for 
generations to come with God's 
blessings." 

Elizabeth and Mihran Agbabian 


"The joy on the beaming faces of 
Armenian children, the students at 
the AMAA Avedisian School and 
Community Center, bespeak the 
confluence of AMAA’s Mission with 
those most disadvantaged and in 
greatest need. This intervention 
traces its roots to the time when 
Armenian orphans were separated 
from their parents and siblings by 
the Genocide, when churches were 
destroyed, and our faith was tested. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with 
the martyred many, and in all places 
around the world where the AMAA 
has provided hope and support, 
continuing this legacy today. We 
congratulate the AMAA on 100 
years of exemplary work fulfilling 
God's mandate for each of us to 
wholeheartedly serve others." 
Judge Alice and Ronald Altoon 


"We praise God and give Him 

all the glory for the work and 
accomplishments that the AMAA 
has, is, and will continue to do in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
During its 100 years, many lay 
leaders and pastors gave their 
time and energy in serving our 
Armenian people through spiritual, 
educational, and humanitarian work 
while keeping the goal the same 

~ honoring God. May the Lord 
bless those who have served, and 
bless the memory of those who are 
no longer with us. May He grant 


wisdom to the current servants, as 
He prepares more faithful servants 
for the future. It is a joyous occasion 
to not only reflect on what God has 
done through AMAA, but anxiously 
look forward for the things that He 
will do in the next 100 years." 

Rev. Dr. Ara Chakerian 


"AMAA has touched many lives 
throughout its history of 100 years, 
by helping thousands of students 
get scholarships, helping establish 
churches all over the world, help- 
ing Armenians in our motherland 
relearn about their Christian identity, 
establishing social service centers, 
children’s summer camps, helping 
war torn Syrian Armenians, estab- 
lishing and supporting the only Ar- 
menian University in the diaspora... 
God bless the AMAA, and may it 
celebrate its 200th anniversary..." 
Berjouhy Gulesserian 


"The calling of the AMAA is 

Clear... Long ago it surrendered 

to a mission of love. With grateful 
hearts, the AMAA community 
awakens each day to strive to bring 
pieces of heaven to earth through 
loving acts... The first AMAA 
century was one of deep faith and 
devotion that remained steadfast, 
even during the darkest hours. The 
second AMAA century will be one of 
hope and rebirth as the fruits of the 
spirit manifest and flourish... every 
day, AMAA strives so that the love 
that "bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all 
things (I Corinthians 13:7)" will be 
realized in word and deed... | am 
grateful to the AMAA for providing 
a conduit through which we can all 
manifest our faith. " 

Susan Jerian, MD 


"My earliest awareness of the 
AMAA was when | was a young 
child. | remember the first time 
that Reverend Puzant Kalfayan 
came to our home for a visit. | was 
about eight years old. | recall him 
coming on behalf of the AMAA and 
requesting my parents’ financial 


support. His sincerity and conviction 
made an indelible impression on 
me. The next situation that aroused 
my awareness and desire to be 
involved with the AMAA was a 
number of years ago when we had 
a Mission Sunday at the United 
Armenian Congregational Church of 
Los Angeles. The emphasis of the 
presentation was to support child 
education in Armenia and the Middle 
East. That plea really touched my 
heart and was the catalyst that 
encouraged me to become both 
physically and financially committed 
to the AMAA." 

Ken Kevorkian 


"My sister Louise and | spent teen 
years in our Philibosian home, wel- 
coming Armenians from throughout 
the world. Doors were particularly 
opened for the many devoted lead- 
ers of AMAA. Our parents became 
irresistibly drawn to their praise- 
worthy mission, and established 
AMAA‘s first endowment fund. 

That fulfilled vision has supported 
AMAA's amazing outreach for seven 
decades: may it continue to bless in 
the decades to come!" 

Joyce Stein on behalf of the 
Philibosian Family 


"| learned of the AMAA's work 
through my Dad, Rev. Dr. Giragos 
Chopourian during his tenure as 
Executive Director of the AMAA. 
He was committed to the work 

of serving people across many 
countries. The mission of the 
AMAA was and is to help improve 
the lives of people who face a 
variety of difficulties in their lives 
and in their countries. As an 
educator, | believe that one of the 
best ways to help improve lives 

is through providing educational 
opportunities for children. The 
AMAA is supportive of educational 
programs and hopefully will continue 
to expand these programs in their 
second century. It continues to be 
my privilege to serve on the AMAA 
Board." 

Eileen Chopourian Stephey, Ed.D. 


"One hundred years of unwavering 
service in 24 countries! How amazing 
is AMAA‘ feat!! How amazing was 
and is the devotion of all the selfless 
men and women of this organization, 
and its supporters world wide , who 
never , ever ,Strayed from Jesus’ 
Great Commission to preach the 
Gospel and to care for ‘one of the 
least of these brothers and sisters 

of mine.' Matthew 25:40. What a 
privilege and blessing it has been to 
be a part of this ongoing effort!" 
Michele Simourian 


"After receiving a scholarship from 
AMAA | went to Haigazian with the 
intention of receiving a higher level 
of education, yet little did | know 
at the time my attendance at the 
University would set the path for 
my entire life to follow. There | met 
the man who would become my 
husband, Hagop Terjimanian... 
Haigazian for me, just as with 
Armenian culture, means love, life, 
and family. All of the above happened 
because of the scholarships we 
received from AMAA. AMAA not 
only shaped our lives but the lives 
of thousands of students who 
would otherwise be deprived of a 
prosperous future. | congratulate 
AMAA on their Centennial and 
support their efforts." 

Anahid K. Terjimanian 


"The AMAA [has earned] our 
support because they operate in a 
transparent fashion and stay true 
to their mission which includes 
delivering aid to the needy, providing 
education to children, and creating 
places of worship designed to 
spread the message of Christianity 
to so many corners of the world. 
This type of work is exactly what 
makes us proud Armenians." 
Andy and Hayde Torosyan 


(You may read the Centennial 
Reflections in their entirity at 


www.amaa.org/about/ 
CentennialReflections) 
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Our Evangelical Forbearers in Worcester, MA 


ost of us know that the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America was founded in the city of 
Worcester, Massachusetts in 1918. What we may 
not know is the rest of the story. Namely, how did 
those Armenians get to a place where they had the wherewithal 
to take such a step? To answer that question, it is helpful to know 
a little of the history of our evangelical forbearers in Worcester. 

The Armenian Evangelical community traces its origins in 
Worcester to prayer meetings held in 1881. There were Protes- 
tant services held on Sundays at the Summer Street Chapel. As 
early as 1889, the Worcester City Missionary Society saw that 
they had a duty to help the Armenian community and they as- 
signed Rev. Milan Hitchcock to provide pastoral work among the 
Armenians. He had lived in Constantinople as a missionary, knew 
Armenian history and spoke the language fluently. 

Under Rev. Hitchcock, the church was organized and 
recognized on January |, 1892 as the Armenian Evangelical Church 
(today known as the Armenian Church of the Martyrs). By 1896, 
Rev. Khachadour Benneyan was called and with his leadership, 
the congregation flourished and plans were made to build a new 
church. On May 30, 1901, there was 
a groundbreaking ceremony with Dr. 

‘ _ John Berry, supporter and president of 
amet eee 2 4 the City Missionary Society, presiding. 

, The building is still in use in Worcester 
today. 

Rev. Benneyan left the pulpit in 
1904, having organized the Christian 
Endeavor Youth Society in 1900 and the 
Armenian Evangelical Union of North ReukRhoohadcune. 
America in 1902. He was followed Benneyan, Pastor of the 
by Rev. Garabed Manavian, an 1884 oe ae se ec 
graduate of Euphrates College, who 
remained in the pulpit until 1918, the year the Armenian Missionary Association of America 
was founded. = 
ne So it can be seen 
Rev. Garabed M. that the AMAA, 
founded in response 


Manavian, Pastor of 
Worcester Church : ae 
1904-1918. to the dire condition 


of our people in 

the Near East, was an outgrowth, in great 
part, of the supportive American and the 
Armenian communities in Worcester in the 
period prior to the Genocide. 


Joseph Zeronian, Ed.D. 
AMAA President 2013-2015 
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o celebrate its 100 years of outstanding service 
to the worldwide Armenian communities and its 
fundraising Campaign Faithful to Its Legacy 
and Embracing the Future, the AMAA and its 
partners are organizing worldwide Centenary 
Celebrations during 2017-18. The first one was 
held in New Jersey, USA on October 21, 2017. 

Following the first centenary event, the second event was held 
Down Under March 15-18, 2018 in Sydney, Australia and was 
organized by the Armenian Missionary Association of Australia 
under the leadership of its President/CEO Rev. Dr. Krikor Youm- 
shajekian. To partake in AMAA’s Centennial fundraising effort, 
AMA-Australia elected to renovate AMAA’s four KGs in Artsakh: 
the Hagop and Lydia Baghdikian KG in Stepanakert, the Hagop 
Garebed Bilezikian KG in Shushi, the Rev. Dr. Movses Janbazian 
KG in Martakert, and the Askeran KG. The events were held under 
the auspices of His Excellency Mr. Arayik Harutyunyan, State 
Minister of the Republic of Artsakh, who was specially invited by 
AMA-Australia to participate in the celebrations representing the 
Republic of Artsakh and its President Mr. Bako Sahakyan. Many 
overseas guests from Armenia, France, Lebanon, Syria and the 
United States were also present including Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, 
President of the AMAA, and Zaven Khanjian, Executive Director/ 
CEO of the AMAA. 


L to R: Rev. Jaques Tchoghandjian, Rev. René Léonian, Artsakh State 
Minister Arayik Harutyunyan, Rev. Dr. Krikor Youmshajekian, Rev. Haroutune 
Selimian, Rev. Berdj Djambazian, Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, Zaven Khanjian 
and Rev. Gevorg Gasparyan. 
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Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, AMAA President (left) and Zaven Khanjian, 
AMAA Executive Director/CEO (right), present a special gift of apprecia- 
tion to Rev. Dr. Krikor Youmshajekian, President/CEO of AMA-Australia. 


The Centennial Celebrations in Sydney commenced on Thurs- 
day, March 15 with a special screening of Director Jivan Avetisyan’s 
‘The Last Inhabitant’ movie, the story of the 1988 expulsion of an 
Armenian village Gyurjevan in Azerbaijan, USSR. The screening 
held in Hoyts Movie Theater was open to the public. The following 
night, March 16, a cultural event celebrating the AMAA Centenary 
was held at the prestigious Concourse Theater and showcased 
performances by various Armenian and non-Armenian artists. 
Many distinguished guests were present at both events, including 
representatives of Federal and State officials, Representatives of 
the Uniting Church of Australia and His Grace Bishop Haigazoun 
Najarian Primate of the Armenian Apostolic Church of Australia and 
New Zealand. Artsakh State Minister Mr. Harutyunyan expressed 
his heartfelt appreciation for the invitation and for all the efforts by 
the AMAA in support of our beloved Artsakh. The cultural event 
concluded with a Benediction offered by Primate Bishop Najarian. 

The AMAA Centennial Worship Service was held on Sunday 
March 18 at the Armenian Evangelical Uniting Church of Sydney 
led by the Pastor of the Church Rev. Hagop Sarkissian. The Sanc- 
tuary and the adjacent Hall where the service was fed on a large 
screen were filled to capacity. Among the worshippers were His 
Excellency Mr. Harutunyan, State Minister of Artsakh; Mr. Kaylar 
Michaelian, Permanent Representative of Artsakh in Australia; NSW 
Premier Honorable Gladys Berejiklian; Her Worship Mayor Gail 
Giles-Gidney of the City of Willoughby; Rob Floyed representing 
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the President of the Uniting Church in Australia Stuart McMillan, 
and many distinguished guests. 

A special plaque was presented to Premier Berejiklian who 
greeted the audience and expressed her thanks for this special award. 
She congratulated the AMAA for its 100 years of faithful service 
and wished the Association many more years of outstanding service. 
Zaven Khanjian, AMAA Executive Director/CEO, addressed the 
congregation and brought the greetings of the worldwide AMAA 
family. Rev. Dr. René Léonian, President of the Union of the Arme- 
nian Evangelical Churches of Eurasia, delivered the message and 
spoke about the mission of the AMAA in particular and the mission 
of the Armenian Evangelical churches worldwide in general. All the 
guest ministers from overseas participated in the Worship Service 
with prayers and reading of the Scriptures. 

The highlight of the Centennial events was the Banquet held at 
the Miramare Gardens in Sydney. Among the 280 guests, there were 
many distinguished guests, including representatives of the Uniting 
Church of Australia, His Grace Bishop Haigazoun Najarian Primate 
of the Armenian Apostolic Church of Australia and New Zealand and 
Father Parsegh (Basil) Sousanian of the Armenian Catholic Parish 
Community of Our Lady of the Assumption. AMAA President Dr. 
Darakjian in his remarks recounted a brief history of the AMAA 
and highlighted some of the giants of the Association such as Rev. 
Dr. Giragos Chopourian and Rev. Dr. Movses Janbazian. "It is our 
duty to be faithful to this legacy and pass it on to future generations," 
said Dr. Darakjian. AMAA Executive Director/CEO Zaven Khanjian 
delivered the keynote speech, concluding, "Looking forward, the 
AMAA is on track with an ongoing journey of goodness. God has 
called the AMAA to face our nation’s spiritual and humanitarian 
challenges and assume a leadership role. We are called to continue 
to sow hope, win a smile, realize a dream, feed the hungry and save 
a soul." Mr. Khanjian thanked all those involved in this memorable 
and historic celebration. 

During the Banquet a special tribute was paid to the late Rev. 
Dr. Movses Janbazian, former Executive Director of the AMAA, for 
his faithful service and his vision to establish AMA-Australia as a 
branch of the AMAA 18 years ago. A Pontifical Encyclical (Gontag) 
by His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the Holy See of Cilicia was 
read by Rev. Dr. Youmshajekian and presented to Rev. Janbazian’s 
wife Louisa Janbazian. Vahak Janbazian, on behalf of the Janbazian 
family, thanked everyone for this special tribute bestowed upon his 


Pie oN one 


Rev. Dr. Krikor Youmshajekian (left) presents a Commemorative Plaque 
to Artsakh State Minister Araig Harutyunyan. 


father. Hagop Janbazian, Rev. Janbazian’s brother, who could not 
be present at this special event, eloquently expressed his gratitude 
for this special tribute via a video presentation. 

Rev. Dr. Youmshajekian, on behalf of AMA-Australia, pre- 
sented special plaques to the sponsors, donors and guests and to 
Mr. Harutunyan, who graciously travelled to Australia to be part 
of these special Centenary celebrations. 

In his concluding remarks, Mr. Harutunyan once again thanked 
AMA-Australia for this special invitation to represent the Artsakh 
Republic. Mr. Harutunyan spoke about the current situation in 
Artsakh. "I praise the AMAA’s mission in Artsakh" he said, "and 
particularly the work it does for the welfare of the children who are 
our future generations." 

The Banquet concluded with the singing of the Hayr Mehr 
(The Lord’s Prayer) and a Benediction delivered by Rev. Berdj 
Djambazian, President of the Armenian Evangelical World Council. 

During the course of the week, the overseas guests paid official 
visits to Primate Najarian of the Armenian Apostolic Church, Father 
Sousanian of the Armenian Catholic Parish as well as to the Hamaz- 
kaine Galstaun College and AGBU Alexander Primary School. 0 


S 
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A visit with His Grace Bishop Haigazoun Najarian Primate of the Armenian 
Apostolic Church of Australia and New Zealand. L to R: Rev. Krikor 


Youmshajekian, Rev. Hagop Sarkissian, Rev. René Léonian, Rev Berdj Djambazian, 


Bishop Haigazoun Najarian, Zaven Khanjian, Rev. Haroutune Selimian, Rev. 
Gevorg Gasparyan and Rev. Aram Babajanyan. 
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AMAA Centennial 
Celebrations in Canada 


The Armenian Missionary Association of Canada (AMAC) with the cooperation of the local 
churches organized Centennial Celebrations for the Armenian Missionary Association of 
America (AMAA) on the weekend of May 12 both in Toronto, ON and Montreal, QC. 


Centennial Celebration in Toronto 


By Dr. Ani Janbazian Hasserjian 


he AMAA's Centennial Celebration in Toronto was held 

on Saturday, May 12 at the Armenian Evangelical Church 

of Toronto. With the efforts of the Toronto Church Board 

members and a special Centennial Committee, over 275 
guests attended a Celebratory Concert. 

In her welcoming words and opening remarks, Chair of the 
Organizing Committee Dr. Ani Janbazian Hasserjian noted that the 
gathering was a celebration of faithful service and commitment to 
"serve the physical and spiritual needs of people everywhere" by 
the AMAA for 100 years and by the AMAC for almost 35 years. 

Zaven Khanjian, AMAA Executive Director/CEO, delivered a 
message on behalf of the AMAA followed by a video presentation 
which reflected "A Legacy of Faith, Love and Service" of the AMAA 
for the past 100 years. 

Four talented young artists presented "A Musical Journey" 
program performing the works of Alan Hovhannes, Arno Baba- 
janyan, Frederic Chopin, Komitas, Bizet and a series of Armenian 
"Memorable Songs." Dr. Rupert Abdalian, a talented concert pianist 
and a medical doctor, is a graduate of McGill Music Conservatory 
and Faculty of Medicine. Sona Hovsepyan, a talented vocalist is a 
graduate of the Komitas State Conservatory of Music of Yerevan, 
Armenia with a master’s degree in Music. Duduk player Vahan 
Ouroudyan is a graduate of Komitas State Conservatory of Yerevan, 


Gyumri Branch. Well 
known pianist/accom- 
panist Talin Artinian 
Kelebozian is a gradu- 
ate of the Damascus 
State Conservatory as 
well as the Komitas 
State Conservatory of 
Yerevan and accom- 
panied the soloist very : 
professionally in her Rev. Yesayi Sarmazian presents a plaque to 
repertoire. All four of Andy Lousararian. 

these musicians are reg- 
ular contributors to the 
Sunday church service 
liturgy at Armenian 
Churches in Toronto. 

By the request of 
the audience, under the 
influence of "the long- 
standing ovations," 
the musical program 
concluded with "How 
Great Thou Art," sung 
by Hovsepyan and ac- 
companied by Abdalian 
and Ouroudyan. 

The celebration of 
the AMAA's Centennial 
could not be possible 
without acknowledging 
the hard work and 
contribution of some of the members of the Armenian Evangelical 
Church of Toronto. 

Mihran Jizmejian, President of AMAC, was recognized with a 
citation, as a sign of appreciation and respect, for his dedicated hard 


Rev. Hovhanes Sarmazian presents the 
Citation to Mihran Jizmejian. 


18 AMAANEWS, April-May-June 2018 


mo 


a " f ca 
L to R: Mihran Jizmejian, Rev. Hovhanes Sarmazian, Sona Khanjian, Rev. 


Yesayi Sarmazian, Zaven Khanjian, Dr. Ani Janbazian Hasserjian and 
Rev. Serop Megerditchian. 


work. Mr. Jizmejian has faithfully served in the Middle East and 
in Canada at Armenian Evangelical Schools and for publications, 
churches, Christian endeavor societies, and youth groups as a 
principal, teacher, editor, minister’s assistant and lecturer. Mr. 
Jizmejian was honored specially for being a Founding Board 
Member, Executive Secretary, Executive Director and current 
President of the AMAC. His devotion to the goals of the AMAA 
and AMAC as a volunteer for the past 35 years are exceptional and 
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are greatly appreciated. The citation was presented to Mr. Jizmejian 
by Rev. Hovhanes Sarmazian. 

Antibas Lousararian was also acknowledged for his contributions 
to the Armenian Evangelical Church of Toronto Mission Committee. 
The plaque was presented to Mr. Lousararian by Rev. Yesayi 
Sarmazian. 

After her closing remarks, Dr. Hasserjian invited Rev. Serop 
Megerditchian to conclude the Program with a Benediction. 

The Celebration continued at Rev. Dr. Movses Janbazian 
Church Hall with the cake cutting ceremony followed by an exquisite 
reception prepared by the Organizing Committee with the help of 
the Church Ladies Auxiliary members and served by the Youth of 
the Armenian Evan- 
gelical Church of 
Toronto. The fellow- 
ship continued with 
those present enjoy- 
ing a Silent Auction 
and reception. 

Proceeds from 
the AMAA Centen- 
nial Celebration Mu- 
sical Concert will be 
allocated to the As- 
keran Kindergarten 
of Artsakh. 


The musicians. L to R: Vahan Ouroudyan, Talin 


Artinian, Sona Hovsepyan and Dr. Rupert Abdalian. 


Centennial Celebration in Montreal 


By Adom H. Boudjikanian, PhDpharm 


he Armenian Missionary Association of Canada's Board of 
Executives appointed a task force of six people that joined 
in several harmonizing meetings to prepare the May 12th 
evening’s social events to celebrate the Centennial of the 
AMAA at the First Armenian Evangelical Church of Montreal. 

At the Concert, MC Raffy Shnorhokian greeted the religious 
dignitaries including Armenian Apostolic and Catholic church 
priests, our reverends, Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, President of the 
Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA), the 
sponsors and the community. 

As announced in the Program, the event’s benefits were to be 
committed to the renovation of Artsakh’s Askeran Kindergarten. 

The Church’s rich sonorization and decent acoustics provided 
a good venue for the Concert. The pianist/singer Gilbert Hovsepian 
and his band of three guitarists, a keyboardist and drummer, offered 
pieces in pop musical approach, influenced by the Armenian 
"estradayin" style and akin to the late Arno Babajanyan’s 
compositional manner. It included some of Hovsepian’s "personal 
inventions" as well. His last performance, the "Atonement song," 
illustrated the spirit of the "Mission." Hovsepian’s father was 
assassinated in Iran, while preaching. Soprano Sylvie Demirjian— 
Nazarian sung solos, including an ornately "tremoloed" piece 
dedicated to Mother’s Day. Her husband joined her in a duet sung 


in close harmony. Koko Osgeritchian took over, singing with his 
large-scale covering voice. He was sustained by a "play-back 
accompaniment." 

As at some Armenian band concerts, in spite of the 
praiseworthy performance, the Concert was throbbing to the ears, 
given its high decibeled presentations. 

The MC then invited the public to descend to the Church’s 
underground meeting hall, following narrow corridors and 
staircases that otherwise facilitated the mingling of the attendees, 
some discovering old friends. 
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Pastor of the Arme- 
nian Evangelical Church 
of Montreal Rev. Hov- 
hannes Svadjian’s prayer, 
unwrapped the dinner ser- 
vice. Friends were teamed 
around 25 appetizers 
served at festive tables. A 
team of young people vol- 
unteered serving the main 


dishes, the drinks, and 
later, the coffee. 
While enjoying the 


dinner, the guests were 
able to watch a DVD 
prepared by the AMAA, 
describing its deeds. We had heard about these activities, but it 
was worthwhile seeing the results and putting names under the 
completed projects in Armenia and the Diaspora, which included 
renovated schools, dental and health clinics, and summer camps. 
The above was completed by the comprehensive activity 
report of AMAA’s President Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, presented in 
flawless Armenian. In summary, he reminded the audience that 
1918 was a crucial date, when the first Armenian independent 


AMAA President Dr. Nazareth Darakjian. 


republic was created, submerged in inherent social, economic and 
continuation challenges. When wandering in the Syrian Desert, 
those who had endured massacres were asking "Lord, where are 
You?" His answer: American and German missionaries were 
saving orphans, British and French armies were kicking out the 
Turkish armies, and the 1918-founded AMAA was initiating its 
activities. The President’s speech was referenced by ‘ad hoc’ 
extracts of Psalm XXIII such as "Even though I walk through the 
darkest valley; I will fear no evil, for You are with me." 

The AMAA has continued its mission for a century. Its 
assistance has intensified since the 1988 earthquake, thanks 
to the visions of "titans" like Revs. Movses Janbazian, Giragos 
Chopourian, and Mr. Stephen Philibosian. The activities, spread 
out in Armenia and 24 countries of the Diaspora, include: 
establishment of funds for projects in Armenia such as the opening 
of the Avedisian School, summer camps and churches in Dilijan, 
Gyumri, and renovating churches in Syria. 

The "centennial cake" was cut by Dr. Darakjian, helped by 
the six members of Montreal’s Board. The Pastor of the First 
Armenian Evangelical Church of Montreal, Rev. Georges Dabbo’s 
closing prayer ended the celebration. O 


Lto R: Jack Basmadjian, Dr. Adom H. Boudjikanian Rev. Mardiros 
Eglenceyan, Rev. Hovhannes Svadjian, Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, 
Rev. Georges Dabbo and Jack Kafesjian. 


AMAA Receives Grant From the Grille Foundation 


he Armenian Missionary Association of America is honored to be chosen as the recipient of a $500,000 grant from 
the Grille Foundation to support our mission in the Homeland as well as benefit our schools and other AMAA 


programs. 


"This extremely generous grant is a basket of both blessings and love," said Zaven Khanjian, Executive Director/CEO 
of the AMAA. "We are truly blessed and grateful to have been selected and we hope that this gift will serve as a noble 
model for other benefactors to follow. It will surely help us continue the important and much needed work that we do." 


inian School in Sherman Oaks, CA. 


Christian Programs. 


The funding will provide financial assistance for a student at Haigazian University and tuition sponsorships at several 
ols and for seminary students. It will also provide operation funds for the Avedisian School in Yerevan andthe C&E 


In addition, the grant will help support the Milk Fund, Shogh Day Centers, Syria Relief, Artsakh Relief for families of 
wounded and martyred soldiers, provide Bibles for sponsored students, and aid AMAA’s summer camps, Christmas and 


According to a spokesperson from the Grille Foundation, "We believe that the AMAA seeks to serve the Lord in the 
best and most efficient manner possible... we leave it to your discretion as to how the funds are best utilized." 
The AMAA is immensely grateful for this generous and gracious grant reflecting the love and spirit of our Lord Jesus 


Christ. May God bless the Grille Foundation and its officers. 
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The AMAA Centennial Celebration 


in Greater Jetoit 


By Rosette Tootikian 


he Centennial Anniversary celebration of the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America (AMAA) in the 
Greater Detroit area was held on Saturday, April 28, 2018 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Armenian Congregational Church. 

The district liaison of the 27-member Anniversary Fundraising 
Campaign of the Detroit area was Rosette Tootikian, who chaired 
the Anniversary Banquet and served as Master of Ceremonies. 

The Banquet proved to be a great success with over 120 guests 
attending. The 14-member Committee was composed of Carole 
Basmadjian, Rose Beylerian, Ovsanna DerVartanian, Araxya 
Mikaelian Fernandes, Nariné Ghambaryan, Taline Hagopian, Alice 
Kakousian, Gariné Koundajian, Doris Krikorian, Nuné Mikaelyan, 
Araxie Terian, Rosette Tootikian and Ann Zartarian. The Committee 
not only prepared the menu, but also did the serving and after- 
meal clean up. After the sumptuous meal, a beautiful program was 
presented. 

The Keynote Speaker for the evening was Executive Director/ 
CEO of the AMAA Zaven Khanjian, who was introduced by 
Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian, Executive Director of the Armenian 
Evangelical World Council. Mr. Khanjian, with a ten-minute video 
and an appropriate address, skillfully explained the objectives of 
the 20-million-dollar fundraising campaign. He paid tribute to the 
founders of the AMAA in 1918, as well as those who endeavor to 
carry on the multi-faceted program of the Association. He ended 
his inspiring address by expressing his gratitude to God’s grace in 
the past and His guidance in the future and challenged his audience 
to support the AMAA’s missionary services. 

The program also included some musical selections, performed 
by the talented guest soloist Arpy Aintablian of Los Angeles, CA. 
The soloist was introduced by Dr. Taline Hagopian, one of the 
driving forces of the Committee, who also prepared the special 
AMAA Anniversary cake. The soloist rendered six Armenian and 
English hymns and songs and was accompanied on the piano by 
our own Organist/Choir Director Susan Harrison. The audience 
expressed its appreciation to these beautiful renditions with 
enthusiastic applause. 

The elegant Banquet concluded with the unison singing of the 
Hayr Mer and the Benediction by Rev. Tootikian. 

On Sunday April 29, the Centennial Anniversary celebration 
continued during the morning Worship Service, when both Mr. 
Khanjian and Rev. Tootikian, with their respective English and 
Armenian messages and the guest soloist Mrs. Aintablian with her 
vocal rendition, led the congregation in worship. The preachers 
thanked God for the spiritual, philanthropic and missionary services 
of the AMAA to the Armenian people and beyond. U 
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Cutting the Centennial Cake. Lto R: Zaven and Sona Khanjian, Rosette 
and Rev. Dr. Vahan Tootikian. 
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AMAA Sundays 


AMAA Sundays Celebrated in California, 
Canada, Pennsylvania and Michigan 


ollowing the AMAA Board of Directors meeting on Sunday, 

March 4, 2018 at the C & E Merdinian Armenian Evangelical 

School in Sherman Oaks, CA, AMAA Sunday was celebrated 
at several Armenian Evangelical Union of North America (AEUNA) 
churches in the Greater Los Angeles area. 

AMAA President Dr. Nazareth Darakjian visited the Holy Trinity 
Armenian Evangelical Church of Glendale (Rev. Hendrik Shanazar- 
ian, Pastor of the Church); Executive Director/CEO Zaven Khanjian 
visited the Armenian Evangelical Brethren Church of Glendale (Rev. 
Dikran Shanlian, Pastor of the Church); West Coast Executive Direc- 
tor Levon Filian visited the Armenian Cilicia Evangelical Church of 
Pasadena (Rev. Kevork Terian, Pastor of the Church - now retired); 
Director of Finance David Aynejian visited the St. Nareg Armenian 
Church of Montebello (Rev. Joe Garabedian, Pastor of the Church); 
and AMAA Armenia Representative Harout Nercessian visited the 
United Armenian Congregational Church of Los Angeles (Rev. Dr. 
Ron Tovmassian, Senior Pastor of the Church). 


AMAA Sundays continued to be celebrated in other AEUNA 
churches in the months of April and May. Mr. Nercessian visited the 
Armenian Evangelical Church of Montreal (Laval), QC, Canada (Rev. 
Hovhannes Svadian, Pastor of the Church) on April 11 and the First 
Armenian Evangelical Church of Montreal, QC, Canada (Rev. Georg- 
es Dabbo, Pastor of the Church) on March 18, Mr. Filian visited the 
Holy Trinity Armenian Church of North Hollywood (Rev. Dr. Ara 
Chakerian, Pastor of the Church) on March 18, and Mr. Khanjian vis- 
ited the Armenian Martyrs' Congregational Church of Havertown, 
PA (Rev. Edward Livingston, Interim Pastor of the Church) on April 15 
and the Armenian Congregational Church of Greater Detroit (Rev. 
Dr. Vahan Tootikian, Pastor Emeritus of the Church) on April 29. 

During these important AMAA Sunday visits, the AMAA 
representative preached the Word of God from the pulpit, made 
a presentation on the AMAA’s Mission and Programs, updated 
the congregations on the AMAA’s Mission and Outreach Program 
in 24 countries around the world and answered questions about 
AMAA’s programs and plans. 

The AMAA extends special thanks to the pastors, councils and 
the congregations of the churches for their ongoing support and 
encouragement for the Mission and Outreach of the AMAA. UO 


CAPITAL 


ARTSAK 


Children are born with an intuitive sen 
Given a nurturing and supportive environme 
abilities reveal themselves exponentially over 
AMAA Kindergartens cultivate an atmosphere 
child’s curiosity and encourages the physical, soc 
development in a nurturing setting. Dedicated te: 
staff provide meaningful learning opportunities for 
in a safe and happy environment. Each child is dilige 
intellectually and emotionally, over the course of the s 
A quality early childhood education remains a sound in 
for communities at large because of the foundation estab 
further learning. 
When you walk into any AMAA Kindergarten, you will n 
the signs of a safe, nurturing environment: the student’s smili 
faces, their excited chatter, bright artwork adorning the walls, 
kept napping areas and nutritious meals served. AMAA remains 
committed to maintaining a legacy of excellence in education 
which has been evident for over a century and continues to enable 
children of all ages to achieve their best. 


Artsakh, which has a growing young population, has four AMAA kindergartens. These KGs are 
well known and greatly appreciated by both the parents and the authorities. The KGs provide 
indispensable services to the communities they serve in, such as: 
* Quality education 
¢ Nutritious meals to the children 
¢ Supports parents and boosts employment 
pat 3 in Stepanakert established in 2001 
Total number of ctildren centro the Baghdikian KG is 120. For many years the Baghdikian KG was 
recognized as the best KG in Artsakh. Every year the KG receives more applicants than it can house. 

The Capital Projects of Baghdikian KG are: Plaster and paint the 350 square meters of fence and Planting 

trees and shrubs. 


I kiat hi established in 2001 
Total number of children attending the Bilezikian KG is 70. 
The Capital Projects of Bilezikian KG are: Asphalt 1,000 sq. meters; Replace Windows; Replace the decaying 
floors; Landscaping and Replace the old furniture. 


established in 2003 
Total number of children attending the Askeran KG is 70. 
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The Capital Projects of Askeran KG are: Replace windows; Replace the decaying floors; 
Landscaping and Replace the old furniture. 


4. Rev. Dr. Movses B. Janbazian KG in Martakert established in 2003 

Total number of children attending the Janbazian KG is 70. 

The Capital Projects of Janbazian KG are: Central heating system; Asphalt 900 Sq. 
meters: Install drainage system under the asphalt (60 meters) for better protection; 
Add 110 meters of edge stones; Renovation of Rooms; Landscaping and Replacing 
the old furniture. 


Meet Gor 


Gor is a bright student who attends the Hagop & Lydia Baghdikian Kindergarten in 
Stepanakert, Artsakh He enjoys painting his favorite fairy-tale heroes and playing 
with his classmates. On the first day of school it was clear that Gor had never 
attended school and exhibited a speech delay. Because teachers view each child as 
an individual, a plan was developed to help Gor reach certain goals along his unique 
path. With the steady support and collaboration with his parents, teachers at the 
Kindergarten were able to help Gor flourish from the fragile, nonverbal student into 
a confident boy who enjoys coming to school every day. 
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By Elise Kalfayan 


4 ee a y 


| 


Musical Society’s Celebration of the 
ssociation of America’s Centennial 


he day after a gentle rain, sunshine in the crisp late af- 
ternoon lit the scene perfectly as guests arrived for Lark 
Musical Society’s celebration concert, "Faith and Love" 
at Pasadena’s Ambassador Auditorium, Sunday, March 4, 
2018. The program featured Anton Bruckner’s tripartite Te Deum, 
a popular thanksgiving hymn that honors God’s work among his 
believers, and Beethoven’s 9 Symphony with the Chorus "Ode to 
Joy," a masterpiece expressing the human longing for brotherhood 
and equality. It was a joyful and inspiring celebration of the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America’s (AMAA) 100-year legacy of 
mission and service. 

The AMAA was founded in 1918 in Worcester, Massachusetts 
by the Armenian Evangelicals to send aid overseas to survivors of 
the Armenian Genocide in the Near East. Its work has continued and 
expanded since then, now providing humanitarian aid, education, 
youth programs, and support for churches and Christian outreach in 24 
countries. AMAA Executive Director/CEO Zaven Khanjian honored 
its founders and leaders in his program notes, citing Psalm 135:3 and 
writing, "Pleasant is the memory of the early visionaries, successive 
leadership and generations of unsung heroes whose gospel-illuminated 
path and selfless sacrifice led to miracles in the life of the nation." 

AMAA board members joined directors and staff, supporters, 
Lark Musical Society members and supporters, local dignitaries, and a 
full-house audience at the magnificent concert with the express desire 
to celebrate the AMAA’s work in musical tribute. Many of the guests 
came from local Armenian Evangelical churches, and have long- 
standing ties to the AMAA, and fervent appreciation for its mission. 
This was the final event of a busy weekend as the AMAA Board of 
Directors held meetings March 2-3 in the Los Angeles Area, and five 
local churches hosted AMAA presentations Sunday morning. 

Doris Melkonian, who holds a Master of Arts in Musicology from 
UCLA, delivered a pre-concert lecture. Those arriving early learned 
that Bruckner named his work after an ancient hymn which begins 
"Thee, O God, we praise" and he based its text on the Apostles’ Creed. 

Beethoven’s 9" Symphony is considered one of the greatest works 
in the Western musical tradition. Melkonian pointed out that the 1* 
movement starts with "the void" of the book of Genesis; while the 
exuberant chorus of the 4" movement celebrates joy, life, and God’s 
divine blessings. She concluded, "Tonight, as the contemplative music 
of Bruckner and Beethoven transport us upward, we join in this joy- 
ful chorus of praise and give thanks to God. We praise God for the 


miracles and the transformational work that have taken place through 
the programs initiated and sponsored by the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America." 

Doors to the hall opened soon afterward and almost every seat 
was filled as Concert Committee Chair Ken Kevorkian welcomed 
guests and dignitaries. Rev. Dr. Ara Chakerian, Moderator of the 
Armenian Evangelical Union of North America blessed the concert 
with an invocation. 

Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, AMAA President, patron of the Lark 
Musical Society, and a member of the Lark Mastersingers, stepped 
forward to provide a stirring reflection on the founding of the Armenian 
Republic and the founding of the AMAA in 1918, one century ago: 


For 100 years the AMAA served Armenian 
communities in the Diaspora, and after the 
disastrous earthquake that hit Armenia in 
1988, the AMAA extended its activities to 
the Motherland also. Today, as we celebrate 
the 100% anniversary of the formation of 
the AMAA, we are also celebrating the 100" 
anniversary of the rebirth of the Armenian 
nation, the rebirth of hope for a people who 
walked in the valley of the shadow of death, 
came face to face with the possibility of total 
annihilation, but survived. 


Maestro Vatsche Barsoumian led the Lark Orchestra, Lark 
Mastersingers, and musical artists Shoushik Barsoumian (Soprano), 
Garineh Avakian (Mezzo-soprano), Berj Karazian (Tenor), and Abdiel 
Gonzalez (Baritone) in a tremendous and moving musical program 
that exceeded even the high expectations set by the evening’s speak- 
ers. The Lark Musical Society, formed and supported by true artists, 
routinely excels in its beautifully curated and produced programs, and 
this was no exception. The performance was a wonderful achievement 
as well a fitting centennial tribute to the AMAA. Multiple ovations that 
followed the finale were well-deserved by all the outstanding artists 
and musicians who played in this Concert. 

Maestro Barsoumian founded the Lark Musical Society, which 
includes a conservatory, musical education program for children, the 
Dilijan Chamber Series, and other successful musical and artistic 
endeavors. The first of many collaborations with the Lark Musical 
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Society and the AMAA initiated in 1996 when the Lark Choir was invited to Paris, France to perform during the 150th Anniversary Celebra- 


tion of the founding of the Armenian Evangelical Church. 


In his concert notes, Maestro Barsoumian wrote that Lark has a focus on the cultural work of the Armenian people, but drew in this concert 
from the full canon of Western music. "This seems a fitting emulation of the truly global scale of the AMAA’s mission, with its charitable ef- 
forts rendered worldwide to communities in need, even as it maintains a focus on enriching the lives, both spiritual and physical, of Armenians 
wherever it can." He concluded, "The spirit of these masterpieces is the spirit behind the good works of the Armenian Missionary Association 
of America. Long may they continue to serve. Long may they spread their Faith and Love." Amen. O 


Merdinian School’s 36" Anniversary Banquet 
Honors Dr. John and Mrs. Mary Kassabian 


By Louisa Janbazian 


n Sunday, May 6, 2018, friends and supporters of the C 
O: E Merdinian Armenian Evangelical School gathered 

at Vertigo Hall in Glendale, CA to celebrate the School’s 
36" Anniversary Banquet. 

After the welcoming remarks of the Banquet Co-Chair Rita 
Meneshian, MC Diana Mangioglu Nazarian invited Rev. Dr. Vartkes 
Kassouni, former Minister of the United Armenian Congregational 
Church and one of the pioneers of Merdinian School, for the 
invocation. Following the national anthems of the United States 
and Armenia, sung by a group of Merdinian students, Dr. Nazareth 
Darakjian, President of the Armenian Missionary Association of 
America (AMAA), delivered greetings from the AMAA and once 
again reassured the Association’s continued support for the School. 

Before inviting Principal Lina Arslanian to deliver her remarks, 
Mrs. Nazarian acknowledged the outstanding Armenian, Christian- 
based education provided by Merdinian School and praised the 
Principal and the teachers for their devotion. Mrs. Arslanian then 
shared some of the School’s achievements and announced the 
School Board’s decision to offer Armenian language instruction 
in both the Eastern and Western Armenian dialects beginning with 
the next academic year. 

Alidz Agbabian, a gifted storyteller, entertained the guests by 
telling the folk tale of the legendary Gor who was one of the heroes 
of ancient Armenian legends. 

After a delicious dinner, talented vocalist Anna Boyrazian 
entertained the guests with her beautiful voice, offering a 
selection of Armenian and classical songs. Dr. Vahe Nalbandian, 
Chairman of the School Board, greeted the guests and expressed 
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Lto R: Honorees Mary and Dr. John Kassabian and Dr. Vahe Nalbandian, 
Chairman of the Merdinian School Board. 


his appreciation to the Co-Chairs Rita Meneshian and Louisa 
Janbazian, and members of the Banquet Committee. Dr. Nalbandian 
then introduced the Honorees, Dr. John and Mrs. Mary Kassabian, 
and thanked them for their many years of support, friendship and 
hospitality. Over the years, the Kassabians hosted many Merdinian 
School fundraising events at their beautiful home in Pasadena. A 
gift and a certificate of recognition were presented to the Kassabians 
as a small token of appreciation. 

Merdinian School PTO Treasurer Tamar Poladian-Perron 
presented a check for $20,000 to the School. Likewise, the Women’s 
Auxiliary Co-Chairs, Ani Hanessian and Louisa Janbazian, 
presented the School with a check for $20,000 in support of the 
School’s scholarship program. 

The enjoyable evening concluded with a closing prayer by 
Pastor Harut Khachatryan, Youth Pastor of United Armenian 
Congregational Church. 

The C & E Merdinian Armenian Evangelical School is the 
only Armenian Evangelical School in the United States. The 
School offers a broad-based curriculum that fosters academic 
excellence, high moral values, and spiritual enrichment in the 
Armenian Evangelical tradition. The School strives to create a safe 
and nurturing environment where every student receives personal 
attention to become a successful and responsible individual. O 
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Child and Orphan Care Luncheon and Fashion Show 
"Once Upon.a Time...In a Land Far Far Away" 
Raises, Money to Help Children in Armenia and Artsakh 


he Beverly Hills Hotel’s Crystal Ballroom was the beauti- 
ful setting for the AMAA’s Child and Orphan Care Lun- 
cheon and Children’s Fashion Show on March 10. The 
theme "Once Upon a Time...In a Land Far Far Away... 
Where Dreams Can Come True" helped signify the important work 
done by the AMAA to help dreams come true in Armenia and Art- 
sakh. Luncheon Co-Chairs Betty Balian and Aleen Oruncakciel 
worked tirelessly to make every aspect of the Luncheon enjoyable 
for over 450 guests and supporters who attended. They warmly 
welcomed the guests and introduced the dynamic emcee for the day 
Jill Simonian Panossian, and also Leslie Kevorkian, who delivered 
a moving devotional and prayer. 

The flowers, generously donated by Zareh David Ghoukasian 
of David Z Design, fit with this year’s storybook theme. The Silent 
Auction was spectacular with more than 100 items to bid on. Argine 
Jean Kelegian and Nicole Nishanian, Silent Auction Co-Chairs, 
procured many amazing items, including designer bags, beautiful 
jewelry, and much, much more. There were many opportunities to 
help the needy children by sponsoring a child, providing meals at 
the day care centers, or by purchasing a Bible for the children to 
read. This effort was coordinated by Maro Najarian Yacoubian and 
Tina Segel, who organized the Child Sponsorship Program table 
and encouraged everyone to make a difference in the life of a needy 
child in Armenia. Many children were sponsored at the Luncheon. 

Joyce Stein, esteemed Advisor and National Co-Chair of the 
Child and Orphan Care Committee, gave the opening remarks. Her 
daughter, Tina Segel, introduced a video showing the continuing 
need in Armenia and how AMAA’s important ministry has helped 
thousands of Armenian children and their families for many gen- 
erations. 

The Children’s Fashion Show was introduced by Sevana Oha- 
nian and Christine Zenjiryan, who coordinated the Show which was 
sponsored and produced by Bloomingdale’s Sherman Oaks. The 
Bloomingdale’s Sherman Oaks team, along with the committee, 
worked tirelessly to make the Fashion Show a complete success 
and make sure the presentation of more than sixty amazing chil- 
dren and teenagers was perfect and seamless. Bloomingdale’s was 
thanked for its partnership and participation in the event which is 
very much appreciated. Finance and Reservations Chair Sandra 
Kalemkiarian works tirelessly every year to efficiently close out 
the Auction. "We are grateful for the very generous donations we 
received this year," said Sandra, "and especially for all the children 
who were sponsored." 

The guests left the event with a bag full of goodies, including 
amazing nail care products donated by Jessica Vartoughian of Jes- 
sica Cosmetics, chocolate covered raisins from LindaKay Abdulian, 
cookies from Leslie Kevorkian and devotional books from Sandra 
Kalemkiarian. The children and teenagers also received a gift bag 
donated by Ani Zakari. The beautiful bags for the goodies were 


once again donated by Arsine 
Seraydarian, 

In closing, Lori Munche- 
rian and Arsine Phillips, West 
Coast Committee Co-Chairs, 
thanked the chairs, the entire 
committee and all the donors 
for their continued support of 
this event for the children in 
Armenia. Many children in 
Armenia lack the basic neces- 
sities of food, clothing and 
shelter. "We are trying to help 
change a child’s life and give 
hope for a better future one 
child at a time," said Lori and 
Arsine. If you would like to 
sponsor a child or make a donation, please contact the AMAA office 
at 201.265.2607, or visit the website at www.amaa.org. UO) 


a | 
Luncheon Co-Chairs Betty Balian and 
Aleen Oruncakciel. 
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n Saturday, May 26, 2018, Haigazian University con- 
ferred 121 undergraduate and graduate degrees at the 
University’s 58" Commencement exercises, amidst an 
atmosphere of joyfulness, pride and ovation, sometimes 
mixed with moments of high emotion. 

Among many dignitaries present were Minister of Tourism 
Avedis Guidanian, Member of Parliament Hagop Pakradounian, 
the Armenian Ambassador to Lebanon Samvel Mkrdchyan, the 
President of the Supreme Council of the Evangelical Community 
of Syria and Lebanon, Rev. Salim Sahyouni, Prelate of the Arme- 
nians in Lebanon, Bishop Shahe Panosian, Prelate of the Armenian 
Catholic Patriarchy, Bishop George Assadourian, President of 
the Armenian Evangelical Community in Syria Rev. Haroutune 
Selimian, Dr. Hasmig Baran, Chair of HU Board of Trustees and 
several members of the HU Board, representatives of Armenian and 
Lebanese political parties, community leaders, representatives of 
educational institutions, parents, relatives and friends. 

The auspicious ceremony began with the celebratory proces- 
sional march by faculty and graduates on the notes of the traditional 
Pomp and Circumstance, followed by the Lebanese National Anthem 
and the Prayer of Invocation offered by Campus Minister Rev. 
Wilbert Van Saane. 

Expressing his pride in the graduating class, University Presi- 
dent Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian acknowledged the unwavering efforts 
and dedication of the parents, asking the audience to give them a 
hearty applause. 

In his address, Rev. Dr. Haidostian tackled the notion of 
“virtue”in shaping characters and identities. He focused his talk on 
“respect”as a much-needed virtue and a key for success that tran- 
scends all times and eras. “No matter in what era we live, remember 
that respect is what I need from myself for myself, what those around 
me need from me without discrimination,” Rev. Dr. Haidostian noted. 
In a society where, unfortunately, respect is displayed mainly to 
the strong, he emphasized the importance to always “remember 
your Creator, remember His creatures, remember your families, 
and communities and country, remember that those stronger than 
you are in need of your respect equally with those who are weaker 
than yourselves.” 

In his inspiring keynote speech, Director of the Armenian 
Studies Program at California State University, Haigazian Univer- 
sity Trustee and an Alumnus of 1973, Prof. Vahram Shemmassian 
addressed the graduating class by asking questions for them to 


consider and introduced creative and constructive ideas for them to 
think about. These questions included “Can you be a game changer? 
Can you criticize yourself in the strictest manner? Can you surround 
yourself with capable and powerful people without the fear of los- 
ing your status?” 

Prof. Shemmassian suggested that the graduates always keep a 
positive balance in life, namely in finding an adequate balance in the 
use of technology and globalization matters. “The 
sooner you regain your independence from exces- 
sive use of technology, the quicker the freedom to 
imagine and create again will revisit you,” he noted. 

He also invited the students to be change mak- 
ers, unique, and mostly grateful. In this respect he 
said, “Life can never be miserable if you discipline 
yourselves to see the brighter side of things and the 
advantages that you have. Be the latest design that 


design that 
suits and 


Be the latest 


suits and beautifies all shapes of humanity--tasteful, 
colorful, radiant, attractive, original, imaginative, 
and ingenious.” 

Prof. Shemmassian concluded his address with 
very precious advice, saying, “if you have accumu- 
lated a number of credits just to obtain a degree, then 
you have not learned much. But if you consider those 
units as stored seeds with which to feed the hungry, 
assist the less fortunate, give hope to the dislocated 
and the homeless, elevate peoples’ self-esteem, and 
or ennoble mankind in general, then you and a true 
education have embraced each other inextricably.” 

The graduates then were called to receive their 
diplomas from the University President, assisted by 
Deans Fadi Asrawi and Arda Ekmekji. 

With a sense of accomplishment and gratitude, 
valedictory Hagop Karamian and Suzanna Saaded- 


beautifies 
all shapes 
of humanity 
- tasteful, 
colorful, 
radiant, 
attractive, 
original, 
imaginative, 
ingenious... 
Vahram 
Shemmassian, 
Ph.D. 


dine thanked the parents, University faculty and staff, giving them 
the credit for shaping and equipping the graduates with all the 
necessary education and skills to embark on their new phase of life. 

After singing the Alma Mater, and upon the Benediction offered 
by the President of the Union of Armenian Evangelical Churches in 
the Near East Rev. Megrditch Karagoezian, with loud cheers gradu- 
ates threw their caps high into the air, joyfully marking the end of a 
four-year journey and confidently anticipating the commencement 
of a new beginning. O 
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The Evangelical Church of Armenia in Sisian, Armenia 
Dedicates a Newly Renovated Building 


isian is a town in Syunik Province at the south of 

Armenia. It is located on the Vorotan River, 6 km south 

of the Yerevan-Meghri Highway, 217 km southeast 

of Yerevan, and 115 km north of Kapan. The current 
population of Sisian is around 12,900. 

In 2005, Hope for Armenia of France purchased a building 
located on a 2050 square meter plot in the city of Sisian to establish 
a Cultural and Social Center, which would consequently be named 
the Hovannes Ghazarossian and Yervant Kurkdjian Center after the 
two main donors. Hope for Armenia then donated the building to 
the Armenian Missionary Association of America and after some 
renovations, the center was used for Church services and Christian 
Education programs. In 2017, Hope for Armenia in partnership 
with the AMAA completed the first phase of the major renovation 
of the building. 

Friday, April 27, 2018 was a very special day for the Sisian 
community of the Evangelical Church of Armenia (ECA). The 
newly renovated building was dedicated and opened with a special 
service and ceremony. This structure will serve as a unique spiritual 
and educational-cultural complex for the Sisian residents. Under 
the roof of the Sisian Church and Community Center, the ECA will 
be able to carry out its Christian Education programs and worship 
services, and the AMAA will carry out its charitable projects and 
also organize the work of the Children’s Day Care’s Center. 

Since 2001, the AMAA and the ECA have sponsored charitable 
and spiritual outreach programs in the Sisian region. O 


pril 8, 2018 was a unique day for the Evangelical Church 

of Armenia (ECA). Two ministers, Avedik Khachatryan, 

Director of the Christian Education Department of the 

ECA, and Vartan Apinyan, Pastor of the Evangelical 
Church of Armenia in Shirakamoud, were ordained into Christian 
Ministry at the Evangelical Church of Armenia in Yerevan. During 
the Ordination Service, Rev. Mgrdich Melkonian, Pastor to Pastors 
of ECA and Senior Pastor of the Evangelical Church of Armenia in 
Yerevan, delivered a message based on 2 Timothy 4:1-5. He spoke 
about the challenges and blessings of being an ordained minister, and 
exhorted them to stay alert, to be patient in troubles and be obedient 
to the mission they are called to serve. 

Rev. Hovhannes Hovsepyan, Assistant Pastor of the Church 
in Yerevan, read the resolution of the Council to ordain these two 
individuals into Christian Ministry followed by the pastoral cov- 
enant confirming their loyalty and willingness to serve God and 
His church. 

All the Ordained Ministers of the ECA who were present partici- 
pated in the ordination ceremony by laying their hands and praying 
for Pastor Khachatryan and Pastor Apinyan. This was followed by 


offering their "Right Hand" and welcoming them in the family of 
Ordained Ministers of ECA. 

The Ordination Service ended with Benediction offered by Rev. 
Avetik Khachatryan and Rev. Vartan Apinyan. Our prayers are with 
the newly ordained ministers. May God’s blessings be upon them 
as they continue to serve and spread the Good News. O 
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Swujywunwuph Wuywifuntetwu Souh 
100-UuGwyhu Unhyeny, 


Utn-. 3nyfiwGG—Eu UwndwqtwG 


ZwyGnEU Fuwdhpu 


huniu puwt.- «Gt nnip fu fuouphu uty Ybtup, 
A€2uumpmunytu hl w2wybpmttpu Y’pyup: Gr Agvup- 
twunyyehLip whinh qhmtwp nt uyi A2vupmniyhiin 
aGq whip wqumb»: 8nyhwtinz 8. 31-32 

2018-p wyu poywghy mwpht pywyny vbp <uywumwt 
<uyntthph womyght Whyupinitwt <wphipudtulyp, Utoh 
Swtt Ghypypn Lthunhun <uypwmyytu*® Upunt W. Guyennhynu, 
juny Yntiynwyny up quyt hnswhtg «Utywufuniptut 
Suphb»: Wpnupti, wqquyht, yumdwutwt gum Yuptinn tr 
wh priwuinwpduyht jniutwt up 28 Uuyhu, 1918: 

-uptp 2wpnitiwy, omump whmniyhiittpn. pntu- 
wmppniytwt jnrotpnio muy swpswmpncbyEb te whihwenityh 
qnhnnniphitttpk tt qnhwptpniehitttpkl tmp, yapsmuytu 28 
Uwyhu, 1918-ho, <wywumwti wtp <uyntothpp hp wquimniytwt 
Up wmppwtwp, hpvttyny bp woweht wqum tt whhwju 
huwtpwuwybtumniyehiotn: 

Grpnuywgh wyumiupwt vp puwd £.- «<uytpp Unught 
<wutw27fuwphuyht Qumtpwqiht Jey vpjpnt dunn 
qnhwptptght niph2 vey vpypntp 
Up wqum wyphip yYupbyp 
nupatiny huniwup»: 

<uwy dnnnynipynht huvwp 
wjyypwi unin wpdnn win 
<ujywumut <wyptthph wyy 
wupwght whywfuniphrtp 
ndpufunupwup Gpywp Yautp snittgwi: <wqhi Gpyni tr 
Ytu mwph whgwsd, 29 Gnyttptp, 1920-ht, pwnwpwywt 
wohtuywun wuylwtttpnr pipniind, wu whquil <wywunwt 
utp <uyntohpn poqur Unytimulwt Ubniyetwt uyn gutght 
uko: Gning 70 tpn Ge mudwityh muphttpkl tmp, pumtuuytu 
utp <uy dnnnynipnht huvwp, Undtimuyut Ubniyetwt uyn 
hutwpphunnttuyut yupsmyupgnp zum dwoip tou, winp 
huuvwp np, Ubop npyku <uy dnynnynipyn, 2mm Ywonrfult 
Yuujniwsd pywyny Lphumnthuywt hurwmppt, Gytntgh, 
Wuunniumdwon1ts GL woypp, wy pnynpp VEY nh nohbyo ni unntuyp, 
Utp dnnnynipynht hudwp whyupbyh pywynr sunh ndniuipht 
wupuguy Up yp GyurmnEp: Wonp huwwp wy, zwm Ypotwulwut 
tr Umunpwywt wnwystnpnttp Uhbytnphw wpunpnitgwt: 
Whunzh jek, qhpwp jpmbubjn. ywupmunpwtp up umtyndniwd 
Ep uyt optpnit: <uyptth mumwinuinp Yypuywghn Untipwt 
Umowystwt Y’puk.- «Uuypu umpnitt Ep won, buy huypw 
quinmth tp fuus hutini...»: 


«diuut gh nnip wquunietut Ywutyniwd 
Ep tnpuynttp, upwyt jet dtp wquuniyhitp 


uwpudth gwttniehrittpn, wwumdéuin spyuwy, 
huwyw ufpny ppwpni swnuwyniyepit ppEp»: 


Qunwumughu 5. 13 


Up jhatu, 1997-h ‘njttptpht, tpp 
duutwinp ULbnwpwtswywt qnpdny 
<uywmumuti nnyniwsd th, nqkgh wygbhy)b) 
htoh huypttwyhg tr swtoy, Witthuyt 
<wjyng Gwynnhynu Guptght WU. 
Uuwnghubuit Wibtuyt<uyng 4thunhwmnp: 
Gnipg uEY ni Yku du Juoumlgnyetwt up 
poywgpht, h ub wyng, Lahwipwunp Pp 
Juoupp Eqnuyugttyny puw.- «Aun byp 
tnpwyp, wlinp sb <uypboh utp dnjnynrpnp vbqunpby, wy) ybmp 
E udtnptw, whintg: Goywhwun.t tpywp muphttpnr wyu 
huduytuup whwumnimdniptwi yupswyupgp, zum whs 
wLtpottp qnndowd £ whintg Lphumntbuywut hurwmph Yawtpp 
Unngtty muyni tr gtigtyn. hudwp: <uypbohph wks wyuop, <uy 
Gybtytght tr bp Gytntgulwotp gwm ubs qnndtp n_tht potyhp, 
wtp <uyntth dnnnynipyjp «yGpwpphumnthugtbyn» wy fupum 
Ybouwtut tr witihywtwt w2faumubtppt huwun...»: 

Wu wh, jenn ttpnih poop, uh qnigk utp Ohiyett phs 
Up 2bntigmtp: «Woqupiniehib» 
Gt. «Wquuniphii», qhpwp 
wupnngwgtinn yipwguywt 
uyu Gpynt whiniittpp, wkmp 
nioht Y~opwuwhiwtn bin: 
«Utqyufuniphri» Yn tfamtwye 
tpp Gpyhp dp Yu waqq vp niph2 
wqqh Up whpuybtunyebut mul sf. Popqhtp yp Yunwedwupt 
bp niqwud atiny: Puy «Wqumniphrt» tqnpp wibyp uty 
huwumny Yp qnpdowdnih: Wohwm vupynng wquumniphit, 
pomwoitywt, hwvwpwutut te yunt Guquuybpuyymyut Yawtpp 
uko «Wquiunniphit»: 

Uutuyt hosytu punttgur, wyu Gpyni tqntpp qhpwup 
Wudpnnswgthtt: Uqum vupnhy th np vpuyh Yptwt fnttg 
Gpyphpt wohtwfunietwt vwuht vmwdbh] bt ppwugnpdty quyt: 

Wu pninpct tinp uw yuyb, wimp E yum pywy Wigh pk, hos 
pwok wquunyyehit, tr pty pwoh huwdwp wquiuniyehit: 

Ugu huipgnitittpnit yumuufumtttpp npnttyp, wofintuu- 
thtypontt vigh Yn wwoiht Unipp Opuyht be Womniwdwpwtwywt 
ézuwpmnyebwtg uke dintbyn: Wuunniwd Pop untydtg wnwept 
pomwoihpn Gynbih wwupmtght uky Ge wquimnniphit mnie 
witntg bp ywmntppwtpttpn ushiwottt Ghpw te bp yuutpht 
huwtitumn Yawop vp wuyptyn huuwup: Wu pninpp yp bawtiwybo, 
wiquiunniyehi fp <on Wumnidny Ynnk, Pp ywmytpny untnoniws 
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dunn wpwpwdht mpniwd ub6 wywpgtz unt E, zanphp up, phmpbyn 
Gr wuypbyn1 hutwip Wumn.dny Yupht tr ywumni_ppwtpttpn.t 
huvdtiwm Ybwtp wp: Wy, foupny, Wqumnippit poimpbynr 
hudwp é2tuphm bt. Wumnidony Yutpht huvtium, ppur 
Uupnyuypt Yawtp vp wyptyni wyn npnyehitn: 

updatwy wyu Agdwpmniptoith whyottyny Ep np 8huniu 
wy fupybyny wquiunniyetut, puwt.- «Gt nnip hi vouphu 
uE9 Ybtwp, 4guwpmuryku hu w2wybpmttpu y’pywp: Gr 
d€guwpumniepLtip whup qhwntwp ni wt Gguupmnipiin 4tq 
whmh wquink»: (Bnyhuthinz 8. 31-32): 

<uiwtiwpwp wmtnht — hwpg wmuy.- Ny E Ge Yu pty 
E €2uwpmniyhitp: bupdétwy, Shuniu Pop puu.- «Gu ti 
€2uwmpmniyehitp tb. Yawtpp»: (Snfhwmottini 14. 6): Wu yp 
Q2gwtwk, hp, ogumumyuin tr onhfhtaptp wquinniehit Yntwtp 
niotiwy, tpp Lphumnufp hurwumwyny Ge Quyh wtp Yiutph 
Spt nt Ophsp ponnvobynd, Pp uwppt tr nvunigwin ipttpn.t 
huwttiuim Ybwtp up y’wmuphtp: 

Utp wihum vduipnnr wquinniehitp fuunhwtinn quinn 
wqumnéwunp Umumutut poipt —: Uwmutwt E np yp qnpdt wtp 
gwi§niyhiittpnit vhengu tr vGqh dtnph Yuuwipttpn.t 
mud dqtjny, Yp fuunpwok wip Wumniwowunip wquuniyehvin: 
Monnu Unwptw) vbnpp yp yume, vtigqh nhipw uywzupny 
ti qippwgtnn bpnnnyehit up: Wonp huwuip Ynys y’phk Gu- 
nunnugh Gybntginy hoxwmugkwuyotpnvt pubjny.- «duu gh 
nop wquinniptwt Ywtsniwd Ep, Gopuynttp, whuyt yet dtp 
wquimniyhiip uwpvih gwhyniyhrittpnit uywméun snyuy, 
huwqw uppny Ppwpni sumuynyehiot ppkp:» (GAunwuuuighu 5. 13): 

Gpp vuipnhy thnfuwtwy Wunnidn) hurumuyjny bt. Wtnp 
ufpny jGgniwo ti wnwytnpnniwd Yawtp wp wuyptyn, Yuryppt 
bpttg dupltwuywt guotniyeshithtpny tr pohugqnhtpny unnimsd 
Ytwtp Up, woywphiniyepitt ni wquinniehitip ophtinzyehrt up 
pyNL tpnfuwiptt gum vp neyurwp vwupnng pny Yp nuntwt 
2uhwgqnpdon.uh wyhyettp, tr huyptohpp yp nuntwy whpumdaujh 
Yuyp up: Unwig Lphumnuh hurwumuyjnt Yiwotp up uyphyp fh 
Ybpgny Ywipnng Yp huught qhpbop nhrpuw ww2wpny wyy vtiinph 
qtpniyetut (Gpnuytghu 12. 1): 

Woypatyp Ge pp tr vowaynit Gguwpmniyhitp Wumniwsd 
Popt F utgh ywaymtniws Lphumnuny: Gop Gwbtstwtp Lphumnup 
tr Pbpto huvumwuyny Pp Yudpht Gr ywumnihppwtphtpnit 
hudtiwim Yawop Up wuyphtp, whuyt wt wmtt £ np yptwip 
bpwo Gr Wotwayntt wquinnzpehit nvotohuy Ge winp puphphtpt nv 
ophtnyehibttpp yuy bby: 

Wu wnphi, wibjp qnpotwywt pywynr huwtwp, wumnty 
nupdtwuy; minht E hupg muy, yt ubp <wywumwt <uyntoihph 
uyu Ybnpespt «Ubyujuniettith» wrt}h pmt pwnnnyn nun 
wigftyE tmp, n°ip yp qutniptp uyuonp: Woyuwfunipitt ni 
wquiunyehiip nppw’t puphpttp tr ophtiniyehitttp Ypgwt 
pop) wtp <uyptoh dnynnynipyht: 

Uygqptiwtwt gnowtht, wi\wuywos np Gnwt Yung up 
puptihnjuniphittp, puyg, tpyewyny wanfuwtwy nbyp pwip 
poyewhwyn1, poytpuyph bt. mtimbumyut zwm vp ypawmyoitp 
uquwt wibhyp pumpwupwtuy Ge npn npytu hihmbtiutp, gum 
Youuutup Gr wynkuuyp tptinyy up untnonitgun vip Wquin 
tr Wotuju <uypbthppt vby.- Upmuquyp vp ntyp omup 
tpyhpottp, wrtyh pow Yautp up thomnbtyn1 wmunpniyebunp: 

Uju hwpgny, Gu Yp funphhu, wkmp — 2um jnipg ubpmn- 
nnyehitttp Yumupnrht utp <uypbohpet btu, ywymtwptpbyn 
huutwp pnt wyuméunttpp poytpuypt tr mfntumyut uju 


Pninp ndniwpniyehitittpn.t, nnnip ywmdwn yp nuntwi 
wyu wnkmuyh wpmuquyppti: hu Yupdshpny (posuyjtu zumtn 
Pupmuywymnzhh), poytpuyht be mfintuwmut wy whtuywun 
qujylwtittpn.t untynouwmt qjuunp wumdéwunttptt wbyo 
wy wquunnyehioip ufiuy qnpowdtyn wiumumywt vuapynng wy 
Ytpwptpiniippt hbutiutpn tony ppnynnieprh unt t: 

bu Yupdhpny, wybmulb wy tupnhy wyhpwt wy uGnumptyp 
sb, posuyku wtp Tbhunhump t’pukp, whinp huwup np, toyewtwunt 
tpywp muphttpn. huritwyhuywp whwumniwoniptut wy 
tpywpwdqninn 2ngwtht (2nupy tptp ubpnitinbitp whghty tunp), 
duttwyp unnghky mniwsd Ep utp w¢qqgh wnwgtinpy qui yotpnt, 
yeE Uquunnzphitp Wumniwdwunnip 2onphp ipo E<on Wuun1dn) 
YnnuE mpniwd Pp w~wmytnny untydniws vwpyn wawpwodpt 
huwp, G_uykinp E quyt Womnidny Yunipht Ge ywumnippwthtpn.t 
hudwdwjf qnpdwodb), hosybu Wnwptuyp yp ztgmt putjny.- 
«Hut qh yjnip wquunnzyetimt Yuitsniwd Ep, tnpuypttp, upuyo yet 
4Gp wquunniyhiip dwuipwth guotyniyep_bttpn1 uwimdéuin spy, 
hwwwaubnny ppupni dSunuynyepio pnkp. . .»: (Q@uuunnughu 5. 1): 

Gu Up huwwunww, wtp huypbohptt Gipu mhnny poybpuyho, 
moimtumywt te punmpwmtwt wilt mbuwyh whtywun 
wyuytwmbttp, Yupbtyp — himqhtmk puptywpgniptwt up 
pupwgppt wks nob), t. tpgwthuypawmwl Gupbtght U. 
Gthunpunht Ynsp 2mm jpyopkt thump wptnrtjny, <wy 
Gybtntght hp Gytntbgulwtttpny, spwgqpniwd w2fumutph 
jontht, vip <uyptboh dnynnynipynp «ftpwpphumnttugttynw» 
huwwn: Wy fuoupny ywmlurytu vbp <uyntoih dnyjndnipnh 
Onp utpniinht, Lphumnttwywt nwumhupwyniyppit 
suuptint huutwp spwgpniwd w2fuumubtphtp Yumupbkyny £, 
np Upuyt Yuptyh yp nuntwy Yugnyehttip wit}p wpwmqoptt 
puptupgniyetwot phywgph up vey noby: Wu wnyehi, wnwept 
€2Uwpumniyehrip np wkmp £ 2b2mnth wyumtn uj £ pl, 
Uquinniyehiip zum Ybtumyut Gr hhitwywt yuphp upt & 
Wuumn1ony qumnytnny umtyndoniwo vwpyn wpwpwdht huvup, 
dauphin vwupnyuyht Yawtp Yup tou wuypbtyn huntup: Wpuphs 
Wuunn1wd uynuytu untndows £ utg Pp wyuntbnny? npuytu vpn: 

Uju €2uupmniphrtip qhmtwy—b tmp, witjp Ywpbtinp 
A2uwpuniyepit upt E ghwntuy Gwit, jak hts putt wykmnp E wquin 
py, Ge bby pwtp huntwp wybunp E wquin py, be wuyw hosuytru 
quiptyp E puywuyku wquin pywy: 

Nip E qqny2 Ge wpyentt pywy npyytu huwumwgbuyttn: 
Swduju vip zningp qutininy tupyngu Ge Gut wqqbpk wnwy Ge 
wiLtiyp, wip wupvtwyut Ge hngkywt gutynyerhttpt bt np vtq 
Up qippwghttt: Nppwt gum EF yehip wyuon vuipnng bt yhhtpn., 
npntp wypnjp, puptgnighsttpn. tr ubnuyhot unjniyepLittpny Ge 
Unjnpnyehioittpni qt&phttpp nuipdaws, wupquaytu, uyqptwywt 
2nowotht hpttp qhptoip wqum qqugwod bh wy ufuwy pwttpp 
pobjnz: Winn hutwup Unwptwjp yp qqnizwgtk putjny.- 
«duuutigh nnip wquinniyetut Yutsniwd Ep Gopuynttp, upuyt 
pk dtp wquunnyppitip dwpthth gwoaynyehrittpn. wuméun 
spy» (Gumurmuighu 5. 13): 

B8uéwufu vuupnhh, Yuntwy yur! wyudtuy, gqhmniyetuntp te 
tpptit w, wiqhwniyetuup, Uinuuyhg Yawtp up Y’wupht, 
bpttp pnttg Ybwtpp gtpniptwt vp vky aqkjny: Unwptuyp 
Ubnphh wy twpybyny y’put.- «Utq nhipun ww2mpnn uinpp» 
(Gpnuytghu 12. 1), «atnpht yuipdpp ninh? punt sE, tyet ns wuh» 
(<nnytuytghu 6. 23), Gr «WuwEt ny np UGnp Yn qnpok, whihywu 
Utnph Sunuy E...: OLumh bk Opynht (Lphumnu) 4bq wquimn 
poe, d2umpmuyc_u wquiun whmh pywp:» (Snyhutiine 8. 34, 36): 
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Niptut, Gqnwywghkjny wimp EF puty pt, 42uuphmn 
wiquinniyehitp Wumniwmduyht zinphp upt F dwpn wpwpwdpt 
hudwp hp umbydspsEO mpniwd: Ns np fpuinroip nth niphzh 
up (Wud Pop fp) wqumniphitp juurpwhbyn: S2zvuphm 
wuquumnipprtip Wumniuduyht wwpgbtr up pywyn tt hunutwnp, 
nih bp wuytwbttpt nv unhiwotttpp.- Wqumniyepith Wumn.dn) 
Yuipht te ywunippwtttpnit umhiwott ttipu: Pugupamy 
wquuniphit thiwnk) Yp tawhw yb woih2fmtnietwt tr 
whtupqniptut uky pytuy: Wunp huvtwp Nonnu Unmptuy Yn 
uquinnzhnk pubjny.- «Wiinip yigEp wyt wquiunnryetwt wes, npn, 
Lphuunu whq wquintg» (Gunumughu 5. 1): Wu piwumndy, 
é€2uwphmn wquuniyehiip wt Wumniwduyht ppuypéwuho §, np 
Uupyyuyho yowtpp Ypowy hopghtp punwqnyt Yapyny wpdtighty: 
S2uuphmn wquunzyehrh, wy, Puoupny Yn bawhwuyk, Lppumnuny 
UGnpbnn yennnyehh qunwd wyy hpwuhouyht uly py be wawyphy: 


Niptvt, whwujunipetwt jpazwmulnitwt wu motht 
wonhyeny, Ubp wnoypt ni Uwnpwtpt £, np dip <uyntoihph 
wtimuywt wowegtnpnttp, Gutsowth aG2uupumniyehitip® nn 
Lppunnu Popt £, t. Wonp ufpny jGgniwd tt tnihpnitny 
wnwgtnpyniws Yuptbtwot wpdtinpt) tt ophtinyehit nupatty) 
Utp huyptth dnnnynipynht huvup, wjyh punwmpwywt 
woqwiuniphitp, npnit mppwowynt puptpwiumniphitp 
niitgwd EF wyuop vip <wywumnwt <ujptothpp: 

UW], Juoupny, nn Uumniws vip thipywy <wyptipph 
niyuupttpnit, huwimp, utp, Onrppnit Gr fiwumniyehit 
wuwpgtrk, npwyku gh wintp yuptoiwe wtp <uypbohpp nupatty, 
hpweyniphs Ywyph vp, be tanfuwtwl wpmwquneh Urphioph 
<uyp put.- «Gy Gu tGpywe wtp huyptpnit mnzop...»: 

fonn Wumniwd ophttyny ophtk utp <wywumwt <uypt- 
thpp... bp ®wunpht huntwp. Wika: O 


Pnhuunu YWuquuwnE Gud Uqum 4p aqE& 


Qunwiuwghu 5. 1-18 


Utn. 8BnufiuGGku U~wébwG* 


muth UW. <woipwuybtuniyetwt wo yufuniehioip hnswnt- 

gui, npytugh utp hnnht ypuy wqum wuyphtp. wpnh 
wunnuniytut uby’ wbop qutq Yunueupbtyn wnwght tanpdn: 
Wu mupp <wywumuth <wopurytuniptut whwpunzetwt 
100-wwtwyp juny gnipny Yn wmotnh: UWquinniphitp 
wubobt gum ufuuy hwulgniwd ni swpwhuygniwd ohietntt 
ukya £: 18 Utumtiptp, 2014-p& wqquyht hwtipwpnit up 
Yuiquwuytpynttigun Uynyinhyy ues. pniEmpyniyptwt wewpmpt® 
uyndmbwghttpnii Yluki untyp vtpdtghti wh ywhniyehit 
dAtnp aqhj: ULy pwth tptinjettp wqumniyptwti vwuht 
Lphuunthuywt hwwwuph wphuiwybt nhmws.- 

1) Unipp Ghppp punwmpwwt/qhtninpwmyut/ptytpuyht 
wiquimugpniehit sh sumugnytn: Wt np Y'wqumugnpt, twtr 
bp poytp vwpnp gtph Yp qupatk: Gwfawuywuniniyehiip 
dwpnnit hngbinp/imph/upmh wquinniyehiit F qnp Sfp 8hun.u 
Yp 20nph—E (@.Gnp.3.17): @phumnu Y'wqumt (8nyh.8.36) 
Utnpkt (<n.6.18), «twhniwmt ontipti» (<n.8.2), «fam_uph f- 
Juwitnyettith» (Gnn.1.13), «upkt» (Umuy.6.13) Ge «quyn 
pupyniyptokt» (W.fe-bu.1.10:<n.7. 24): Wqumnzyehiop tuipyn.t 
«tu»-po ubntipjo ©, umhtwturhwtniit EF Yugywtnniup, 
wquur Uinph hiwmtiutpkt: 

8nyhwttn. ULtmupwth 8py qjfunit ues, tpwphutghttpp 
Up vtpdtt Lppumnuh wquunniphiip t. Wann nép, pwoth np 
wtintp hpttig vhongitpny Uppmhuniny, opttpny, mdny, 
fuwumnziphriny, (uyuop wy dwpnht) nvuniiny bt npudtny yp 
sutwt ppttp pnttig wquimniehit up zinpht) (Snyh.8.33): 
Wu pninp duipqtpp Yntwt vwpnnt hnphqntttpp pinwyht, 
uuyuyt, uwhtimotunpwy bo, frmpniupy te jwpwptpwmlut 
(2. tin.2.19): 

Shuniu sh Yw2ywtntp hp waqwimniphitp tpptp sh 
wupmunptp: Uwnnnii wqumniyetut junwqnt tpwump 


2: Uugypu, 1918-ht ndtnwy wuytwmtttpni uk, <uywu- 


bp nmittgwdo wqum pimpniyhitt F 
Lphumnuh wquunniehitp ponnvttyn 
qui ubtpdtjni: Gpp dwpn sptnnth 
Shuntup = =2tnphwd = wquunippiip, 
Shuntu wquim Yn aqk vwpynp, npytugh wt fp pimpwd 
wquiunniptut qhtp yaupt: Uwpy ftp Yp punt hp npngnivht 
wmninn tt fptp Yp Ypt php ptmpnytwh htiwtiutpp: 
Qupvwubtuyponki wnwpbuyp hipghtp Lphumnufp dswnuy yp 
ubwyE, npnt vE9 Yp quit pp wquiunnipp Lip (Q-uin.5.13: Opp. 1.1: 
<n.6.22): 

2) Gop Lphumnnu Y'wquunk, sbop Ynptwp quyt swpuswp 
qnpowdt). «Uquuniptwi Yutyniwd Ep, tonpuypttp, upuyt 
we dtp wquunniehitp dwuplif gwtynyehrtttpn uwmdun 
spy, huwyw uppny ppupni swunuyniyehiot ppkp» (Qun.5.13). 
Quite «Wquimttpnr wku pywyny Gr ny yok AGp wqumniyehitn 
supniptut swdyngh vp wu qnpdowodbyny hwupw Wumn.dn) 
Sunuttpn. wku» (Wbm.2.16): bpp. huvumugbtuy 
wqum stip ubnpp nhmnvtunnp/hutgqhum qnpdtim, wtp 
gwoniyehttttpp ubniguttin. tr uwtdumpdawy wryptynr. 
wiquin sbtp tpptit unin, tppiit €guwpmniyehitp fuoubjn1. 
wquin stip Spuntuh wunippwutttpp wnwunbtyn t. top 
uyqpnioipttp zpttyne opniwtt huvtwauwyt: G'ayphotp wzfuuphh 
uko Lphumn'up wquiuniyehiiny. Yn wyumwothtp Lphumnuh 
tr Wann duipvtht (Shm.2.14): Guuyphtp wtp huummph onkapp 
hudwdauyjt: Utp wquinniyetwt uwhtwtttpp tr Yypniehitp 
Yp qmtttip Wumniwoweniisht vky, npnit uwmgquiiny tb 
wpdtpttpny = Y'wuyphtp: Utp hunwmpp waqwumnyhitn 
Yurygphtp wnwhg niphep quypwhntghtin. Yuu Lphumnuh/ 
Gytntghht woinvtht wnwm up piptyni, pwoth np Sphumnup 
utpp nithtp (<n.13.9,10): 

3) Pugupdamy wquimnnyehit syuy wh moh hp 
wywytwoittpp. onhi uty sf, hp dhgweuypp te pp wqnwyttpp 
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nith: UWquunniyehitp Yp tuwth fotptwaupd prtjn np hp 
opktpttpp nth. plupnit ounyuntwoth up npnit htm juny 
ni2uinpniyetuulp yupnbynr Gu: Wu wquim tpyhp E puyg vpn 
$b Yptwip pp mn hkt wypp nnipu thmnt}: Wintutwgws wupnp 
sh Yptwip hp gwhbynyyphrip wuyphy: wypnght uty w2wybpup/ 
niunighsp npn? wqwunyehit nitiht’ npn2 uwhitwtttpnr uty 
Yunuywipniws: 

WiEt tpyhp/uniip hopt bp wqumnyetwt umhiwiniip 
nithp: Ubspi Uptrtjph uty huntujtpuyht waqunnnippii 
Up quy: Upbtiinimph uty whdtwyut pupnwhwt «juyt 
wuqumnippiti. Uwpnniti waquuniyehitp 'hpwywtiwtuy 
Upuyh ujh wmtt tpp wimniehiip ophtwlwtwgtt yuu 
Onihpwultitiugtt quyh: Nhunyethut opttipn punmpwulppye 
Yuu php, vfzm uy «umptniyep.t-slavery» tnwd £: UWuon 
Onpwtnp pupptn Gr wquinnitwti npn2 mbuulh wndtpttn 
Yp thpfunidbt w2fuwphh dnqjnynipnttpp’ pwpnipwty Y'pywo 
tp§pp/2powtttp, Yp qunptt uhjpntuunp vupnhy t yp 
puypuynipt pomwubthpttp: UWbyh. wyuopniwti wquuniyehitp 
Pupnwghnwyut tnp nyttp Yp pwtuy G undnpniyehrtittp 
Up tnippwgnponipt npntg nht wpmuywymnipyjp vuipnyuyht 
bpurniph niki fuoufy Yp thyummnih: Qupmninh tr jnyh 
undnpniyepittittp = «phwtyut Yn hpudgnipt  npntp 
woptnniityp ta Rphumnttuywt huvwmpht huvdwup: fonéh 
wuquunippiLip zgmph mul Y'wotnp: Uthump wuwhtyny 
hwtntpa hp wohumutwtniyshioip, ywpmuinp Yp nuntwy hp 
Upsurfayppt huvwmugwodttpp poiynnvhtyn: Luwmbtunnwmywt 
YGpytpp, phwtpp, qhpptpp te wy] Gbrtp Y'oquwgnpdnrht uno 


Pupptpp mupwodtynr: hoswyku Yuptyp § hw2unhy hpunigniwd 
wuniutniyetwt open relationship-h, Uhwutnmlwinietwt, 
utph ptitnpniytwt Ge wuyptnwy jupwptpniyprtittpn: htm: 
Wu pwttpnrt hutynnipdtip punwpwypypnzeprt yp Gyunnip* 
wuquunipwt §: Gp Ywulwopd: Uwpnnit umniwd yuu 
sunugnywd wquumniyehitin fumplywip £, pwth np wyy hn 
wodétwuhpnietoitt ni zwhet yp pup: 

Guptinp hwpgnit Up. pts — dwpnnit wquwuniyebwt 
mupnnniphitin ponzetwt wuntwnttipn1, whtqtppp 
onttpttpm,  umbodniwds Yuwonnjgttpm, wumndnyebut 
hnnunyph, dwnwtiqulwt ghdtpni, «pupanp» br wybmniyetwi 
hulnnniyetwtig jnuht muy: Uwpn Yn dwistw) hp 
uwhtwtttpp: Up nizgwnpniyehit potynz E np shwpnih tr pn 
twuquiunniphitiny shufumk poinyebwt hwiwuwpulznniyep ip, 
séugiE fp dwpvdptp, sumpywgit fp pbytp dwpnp, tr 
qUunn.we stpnpak yuupby Pp huy umbydwd wzfuuphtt: 

Uyfuuph sponnithp 8huntup wmniwd waquunippitn. 
Gybytght Y'poyn oh tr Yp Gugwyt Lphumnuhf’ wquunniphioip, 
npnit gwmugnyp pywynz E: Wu E hpvtwlwt mupptpnyehitn 
w2fuuphh vomtgnitht t. Gytntghpt miyetwt: @phumnuh 
2tinphwd wquumniyehitp Gwuzmyrb, quyh gwmugnyk, G uyn 
huwngniiny wuypk Gybintghht tr ptytpmyetwt wks. tute 
<uypttipppt wks: Uhuyt (Umpyntnugwms) Wumniwd Yn. muy 
Uwpnnrt puywywt wquinniyepioip, pwt vwpnp vupynt:O 


*Ubtn. SnufwGGku U~wetwG fing fiG & UnGephwyh (@wGwuw) 
d2uy UxttumwnwGwhywG Guyorntghp: 


@®eeseeeeeeeaneaeeeeoeeeoeeeoenseeoe0e0e020e00000000000000000800808088808080 


13 Uw 2018-ht Upgujuh Unustnny Upp. Mwpqt: Uwpmnppnutwut 
WwmMotwyut uyghjnrjehrt mniu1 G|Etmbyh <pruhuuyht Witphyuyh <uy 
Witnmpwtuljut Gybntghttpn Upnijtwt Ginpntwmtyht: Gop yuy cpt 
don. 6nd Guduwqtut’ Uhniyebut <nyhip, Lornt Spybwt Witppywyh <w) 
Uibuipwtsubut Cohtpulgniptwt Uptiintut Wibh Gnpdunhp Stonttp, 
hosuyeu twtr Lnu Wohaébynuh gnowoitt hnyfprttp: Upp. Vupmppnutut juoutgw 
Thu WoGbjnu wygbhjnijebut hp opwgqhpttpnit uwuht, npntg zwpppt tp Upgufuh 
Uquuntugpumt Gupdnivh 30-uitwy motwfulpniehioittpn: 
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SUPPLEPNF SUNUSNFhFL 


Witphyuyh <wy Uibmwpwthwywt Cohbpwygniehit 
<wiwuph, Ufpny Gi Ownwjniypebut <wphipwitwy Ciwin 


4tn. nyu. dwu hFuwuéGuu* 


PR. Umu 
100 Swpniwy Chdtnipwg Cow ystnpnniyepii 


wptubpulwt jet Ynyw yt huumuunzepiittp 
Yuphpp nitht wewegtnpynh nbywyuptynr 
hpdtwptp: tp. Gupwjétwt wnowept dawfunn 
tipnnatt tup* Ypyht yw2motwdnsnitgun, nv 
tptp muphttp ounuytg. wnweht tpn muppt 
npyku Conhwtnip <nyfr te tppnpn mupht nnpyku U<UL-h 
Conhutnip Lupmninup: dtp. Vhmbytwt Gnpdwnhp 
Lupmnijwph wywz2motp yuptg zgnipg 15 muphttp wnwig 
huwnnignith: Wo dham ywumpwumuyu Ep wnwetnpynnyptwt 
Quphpp jigttyn: dtp. Vwtwut Ourpwqkwt Rupmninuph 
ww2motn unwtdttg vpuyt wey muiph (1928-1929) thiywtwuth 
wopuiupupniyetut ywmdéunny: Winn yugnpntg tp. Sopye. 
Gpniwin <unmnhututt ybu dwuwtulny (12 Ubu. 1930-1935): 
UWonp yumywti2zwywt bpwgqnpdnitttptt tow. qnywnniin 
Utnupwtiswtwoth Ge Upmupht Unwptinyptut Witphybwt 
B8ubtdtudnynnyf Uhugtwy, Swtdatwjunitpp, np Uhght 
Uptrbyph nuzumpt uty qnndwygtynt yumthniyehitin untndtg: 
Ztp. Gawt VEybwt Urtmupwtswywth nbywywpniypitp 
umutdttg vey Gppnpy duiwtwyh huulwgnnniyetunlp wpoyb. 
bp uwhp* 1943: dtp. NGmpybwt ypyht umwmbdattg nop 
1946-hti: Wot vto ftpynpnit nittgur <w) WLtmupwtwlut 
Gybtntighh 100-uitwyp hhvauypuvh wpzuiht ywonnnytwt 
uo: Ltn. NGmpytut gnsh dunn, dmuinpulwt tr hivuyhs 
whdtwinpnyhit up vbowuytu uwmuptg ULbmupwtsutwoh 
Junwyfuuinuigpht: 
dtp. Ntmhytwoih jwtdtwupwpniptwt Ypwy wuzmoth 
hpurhpnitgur Hip. Phiqutin Guypujybwt, 20 Ubuyw. 
1946-h@ bpp GQnpduynhp Lupmninup: WO pwr yun- 


AT ad nee 2 5 


24 g a AP fis 


| Mepmoteulaynssojiuk 

din. Onlin. Ghpulnu 
a Qoymnipkubp, nayku 

G esenntn Lupmniyup 

Qhhmupubsiuluih - 


Pwumniwd Ep hp Wumniwdowpwtwywt tr hudwyuuw- 
putw wo niuniiny tr pwywmbntiwy En Uheht Uptbyph 
<uy ULbmupwitulwt Gybntghttpn b hwumuunzehiittpn 
bpuyhéwuyht te Yuphpttpn.it: 

Pp gnoewtht Witmumpwbtsututh qnpdsh nuzgmp suiujpwsd 
Ep: Wn qnpdp Y’pingpytp ny vpuyt Upght Uptrtypp, wy, tute 
Tupuywunut, Spwutuw, Updwtyht, Ypughy Ge Nrpn_ynik): 
dip. GQuypuybwt WLtwupwtsututh puayhuumupwsd nuznpt 
ont op w&ny Yuphphtpnit pwgumntnytwuy pyaynd, hutyhuugwur 
uppny ni jnjuh Ywunipgp pninp qunnipttpnit huvdun: 
Numwitynyetwhu zgnowohht pptt him jnpwlgws Eh, puyg 
op Up, tpp whdwip mbubtjn. woppp nibtguy, whowutu 
muywnpnitiguy winp wqthr nv funtwuph dwpmtt: Wonp qnurhs 
wtdtwinpniphiip zwuntpn.t yumuhniehrtp zwhtgui, npn 
yum déunny CoybEpwygnyetwt Gyuninp tn_ppuunniniyetunuip 
Ynpytuywumynitigur hn yw2motwynsniptwt tpaypnnyn 
muni Ytpsunnpniytut: Wo ubd ywonynniytuntip dGntupytg 
<uy WLihtnupwtwyut Gybntghh 100-uittuyh hhitunpniytwti 
wp2wt ht hwiqwiwuybyny $154,000, nnnit $19,000-p huwpniwd 
Ep Ufept Uptitjph Gytintghttptt: Lip. duypbuytiwt pwyu- 
wmtnbwy Uniphny tr Lppwtwth yppwywt Yuphpttpnit 
sumuqnyp Gnu Akypniph iby <wy Urbmumpwtwyut 
Nuunigswtingh vp hhvtwnpniytwt, np Yuptinp nip nvotguit 
nuunighsttp tr phybpuyht qnpopsttp wyumnpmuunbyn spugpht: 
1955-ho tpp <uytuiqhwt On té6p hhvtnibgu, wh umwmidttg wy 
Ovunigswtinght spwuqhpp pp Ypywlwt nv poytpwpwtniyptwut 
wuuypnoiht uty: Gppw wth huumunmnipprtttpp qopwugtthynr 
huwtwp Ltp. Quybuytwt uuu nypngwutwt vwtnyhtpn.h 
oqitjn: puptpwpttpnr npniehrtp, np guipn yp zwpnriwlnip: 
Utmunwtsutut Coytpwygniytwt punwuntiudtulpt 
wpppny, wh twufuwmdtnttg ULy Ubjhnt Snjwph Un2uip, 
nt hughi uyuwd wyu opwqph w2fummutptipp wwhp qhtp 
fujtg 26 Uwjhu 1959-ft, gigtjny qhtip 
ubpnyn puptywittnt ni uqwgny <u) 
ULtunwpwtwlwt <wuiuytpp, np ynputgnig hp 
tnippbuy, wqhihi ni mumwtnwinp wnwetnnnp: 
Wt bp vwhniudp posybu pp Yawtpnd, 
ttpztstg huvwjtpp witjp wnwmwmdtnt 


1969: pyar Dip. Guybuytwth 13 muphttpnr 
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oupuyniphLip tywr 2o2umipbyh ttipyuynijehrop tr puph 
funphnpnwtihyp U<WEL-h: Ophtituy pywy Ge E pp yhawmwyp: 

dtp. Goniwpy fenjiwutwth whnp jwonnpyntg 1959- 
ht, Ge hurwmwuptwpwup swunujtg ULbmupwtswywt 
Coybpwygniyebwt gnipg ptip mwuppttp: Upmh mwgiwwyh 
wunndwunny wh hwtquntwt Ynsntgur: Wtinp hiquhuuipnyp 
ni Ubnu hnyniwywt vomtgnitp qiwhumniwsd Ep pninpht 
Ynnuk, uumupbhyny Utmupwhswywth watwt: Wonp 
Yuptiinp tniwménivttptt ubyp Ynypun Mumwmttifwt Sut 
hnqumupniyhitit Ep, nip feppwgnive ippybyn. hudwun 
Uuotniyttp Ge ywmuthttp Anjhu Yp ptpnitht fenipphny 
ttpppt quiunttpkt npnbg jehip muphhtinni poyewgpht humw 
gning 1500-h: <pwtn Shoig tr mpyhtp’ N-wpt wyu funuipkt Ent: 
bp. fenyvwuubuth hhwdwpniuitt up, Untiawt Uupmpytiwt 
umwmidtitg duphsh yw2motn 11 Ubu. — 11 tym. 1968: 

1 3nLtntup 1969-ho Gnpduynhn Lupumninwph yw2motn 
tipnfuutignitgu “tp. nym. Ghpw nu 8upniyehroi Qothnip- 
Guth: Wo wyu hutquudwtpny swnuyjtg uphst. 1975 tpp pp 
wuz2moth mhmnnup thnfunttgur «Anndunhp Stonkth»* 
Yupsmyut, Ghrewywt Gr opwqghpttpnr owurwylwt nr 
quumuufWoiwuniniptwut swoipwgnitht ywméunny: Uo 
ounuynretwut pinnwh gngwt up nbtgun, np mtttg mwutphtn 
muphitp: Wo yw2motunytu hutquntwot Ynsnctigu 1 Oqnun. 
1987-ht: Woinp dpwgwt w2aumutpp ULtmnupwtsuyuth 
hpvtunpunp puipdpugnig 25,578,088 mnuph: Wu qupqugniin 
wnhy Gnu np ULbmupwtsmywtp bp ounuyniyetwoi sppp 
ponwupawhyt «thryewywut odwinwlniyehitip tytntghttpn.it, 
hnwumuplsniyetwt, Ynppwtywt ofwfuttpni, pupbuppwywt 
huuumuunnzyehottpn1, whtYupttpne juny upnzyehitttpne te 
wy Uwpnwuppwywt tuywmulyotpnr swnuyny vupvhtttpni»:* 
<tutrmpup whiméch wéniiny hobwpwinp nupdur tnp tt wb6 
dpwghpttp hpwgnpdty hbstylu Yuquuyapwyniip Uhmthh <uy 
ULtnupwtuywt Gytntighpt, <ujyuqkiwt <uviwpwpwtih 


ee mes ¥ Sa 


dhp. Unidutu Suluyuqhut 
YunugtinpyE CUOSS 
Gnu GW. Guyanyflnupn 


ylyf Qikinupuisulmip 
Ghypniwmmtypi pp mniu0d 
wyuzmohuluh ujgkhniypkuh 
plyaugppi: - <nljn. 6, 1997: 


huvwp wuywhnyt) IPC 2btpp Shwp Umtthwt Untywpp 
Onippwumniniyetuup, Gipptd t. Umppw Ohypynubwt (<u 
Utnwpwtuywt On b6) pupdwpwtht huviwp Yunnighy top 
Jeqpywoh 2gbap up <pniye Ofypunutwth tnrhpumnniniytuntp, 
tnpnqniphiittp br ywrbjnivttp pbb; Lbpwtwth <wy 
ULtmupwtwywt yupdwnwtttpnit tr 100,000 mnjwp 
hutquiwyt, Utpduinp Uptrbjph hnyfrttpn. hwutiquntwt 
pPn2wyh hpitwuynpniptwt hudiup: ULbmupwtswywothp 
htmghtmt ouiwyny qnpdop Ywphp nititp Yuquwuytpubyn 
tnp Ywpswyut Yunng vp: <Gntiupup tnp qnuubttwuyttp 
2htn.tigwi ®pptipuf (Gh. Sppgh) <w) Urtw. Gohguyut 


din. Onlin. Ghpuljnu 
Poppniplumh Ciiimu- 


pubsmlutp taufulpr 
Ghypniiumlyppi uk 
urpumubpp yuhnih: 


Gybtyntghh Yuyniwdpt Ypuy: 4p. Qoipniptwot nioitgur zwm 
Up hpwqnpdnivttp: Wo hp tinpt ynnnig pu YuqumytEnuniws, 
w2funjd nt OwujnLt Coybpwygniyepxt up: 

dtp. “nym. Unyutu Monnu Awtywqkwt yuzmotu- 
Ynsnibguir npytu Urbmupwutswmtwt Wuzmh duphs Stopkt 
9 Utum. 1980-pt: dtp. Qoipniptwth htm top muphttp 
qnpowgtyE tinp® 1 Oqnuu. 1987-ht tgwmtwulnitgur Onpdsunhn 
Stontt: Wt fp tnwotnnrt nt whfunts w2fuumumipny’ 
Juwgnntgur wrtjghity Onippwmniniphrittpn. pwtwtp 
Gr ugwmqtg jujytwdouiw; opwghpttp’ nhiwqnutjn. tnp 
dupmuhnurtpttnp, npntp Yn. quyht Upsht Uptrijpp 
pumwpw we thnnphy otk posytu Lppwotwth, <wywunwth 
tr Upgwjuh w66 ywmnihwubtpp: 

Lhputwtoh 16-wituy punwpughwu quit yumtpuqip ubo 
Youuttp hwugnig poinp Gytntghttpn.t, nuypngttpn.t tr wy, 
hwumuuniyhiottpnit, Gr untndtg wnmwuqunph hnuwtp 
Up, np ywipytg Lhpmtuth uly sunny <uyyu yw qunnipp, 
jJGunht jnntjny wypwumniyeprt, munwmuywip, dbhqhpwywt 
Gi hnqtpwtwqwt hprwtynniyehrittnp, wiqnpdoniypit br 
nuypngwywt Yautph pinifeni: dtp. Swouwmqtwt puthgu 
uygtjtg Lpapwtwt wyn guj optpnit ne mnim Ywptip 
oquniphiip, jntuunptbg wowgtnpnttpp nt dnynnynipynp 
Uunyetyny wtp ju opt: 

Unytimuywt Ubniptwt 
wolniucbt Gup <wywumwt umw- 
gw bp wh ywufjuniphitinp: Upts 
wjyy Ungujup pnilfupltg 
woigwmnrpy Umpuykyawtkt nr 
py, wohtwju hwoipuuybtuniyeh.t 
up: Wu yuméwnny uyuu Up- 
gufutwti wmqumugniwt yumt- 
puqup, npni Ypuy wrbygwi 1988-h 
tpypw2wpdp, np urtptg pu- 
nupttp, wiwtittp tr qhintp 
<wujywumwih uke, umtndtjny 
Jum yndniwp ypéwy vp spurnpni- 
job, jp2tjn. huuwtwp ophtiwy up 
fuwwpuipin thgp hy nt wyhiph hin pau hby hug wyumpwumbyn 
huwuip: 

Wu tnpdwtpttpp huywywywt dwpmwuhpurtp cpt 
wupnng huyniptwt, ubet pywyny ULtbmupwtiswyutp, np 
bp poinp htwpwuinpniphitttpp qnnpdowotg oqhiniptwt 
huuttyn. vip wqgh munwuybiuyttpnit: tp. Swoiwywuqkwt 
huwuumniptwup qnpdwotg Coytpwygniytwt uipgnghtpp 
oqitjni. <uwjywumwmth ni Ungujup yppuinpht, whophht, 
won oihht nz jphwy fuupt, npntp jntumhunmnniytwt qhpyp 
hoyws tht: Ltn. Swtupqhiwt hoaunwmtg Ubmupwtsutwoth 
Yinnpntttpp Gptrwoth t. Upguph uty, npntp oqtniptwt 
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Ytnpntttp nupdwt pudthiny nimbjyhp, huqniumtnth, 
nbnonuyp, pd2yuwt oqinyehh, thr wywt te nuypngwmywut 
Quwuur ponpht wofamhp Yepyny: Nt wyu Swnuynyehiottpp 
muturht Yp zwpnviwyni ht uptst. wyuop wrbyh htppwyut nv 
Yuiqumytnpyniws Ybpyny: Wywquyh mtupypny mngnpniws 
dtp. Sutuwqkiwt hhittg <wywunwth Wtmupwtwultwt 
UWumniwduputwutwt Uyunttihut Gptruth uke, nypyr gum 
Up hnypittp, pupnghsttp tr Lphumnttuy nwunbupwyttp 
2nowtuiwupmn Gnwt nt yp swnwy bo minw ut Gybntghttpn.t 
uk: Zip. Swouwqkwuth swotp yumuuputunnniniyehioittnkt 
uEYyp quar Cuopswqut Ginpntumnbtypht tpnfuunpniyehitin 140 
Forest Avenue-Lt ntwh topwtwnnjg Gtinpntp’ 31 West Century 
Road, Paramus, New Jersey-h ukg: 

Lppwtwth 16-witwy ywwmtpwmqiht ywwméunny, 
<wy ULtbnwpwtwlwt Gybntghttpt ni nypngttpp tr uy] 
puptuhpwmywt huumnuuniphiittpp pwtynnittp Yptght 
ni Onpngqniyebwt tr Yipwmyunnigtdwt wtmpp nittht: dtp. 
Swotuywqkwt oqhitg np whntp Yipwtinpngnipt tr tytntghttpt 
nL nuypnghtpp Utpwpwgnitgwut: Puyg yumtpugqih gurujh 
htmpp mulurht Yp wouwy dupnng upmht nt wmppt uky: 

dtp. Guiwywuqthwoih whwyoyuy, vuhp 25 Utumn. 2000- 
ht, ULtmupwtwulut, posybu tut. pnjnp <uy hudwytpttpp 
Junp guih tumttg: «Stuhyph t. Unwptiniyetwti Uwpnp» 
syupnnwgwt hp n_htigwsd 23 tpyhpttpn: mtupypp hpwlutught) 
bp Qutfawhwu zhonifpt wmméunny: Utop Swit Ghyhhn) 
Guyennhynu Upuu U. hp 16<nymtuiptp 2000 yentwyhp Yntinwyht 
UE Yp Ghwpwgnk dtp. Swtuwqkhwtp himbtibuy fuouptnny. 


hus E GL Aus U’pue 


Ytn. Snyun.dwhuwu fenrehyGuu 


«Upnupt., dipwuywmnikjp Unyuku Awhywqkwt hn 
nuuwtinywyut muppbtptt uyubuy upotst. hngtinn hnyniniehit, 
tr bp unwihdatwsd quiwqut yumuufwtwuuninyehibttpn.t 
uto Gnu ni vowg d2dwphm Lphumnttuy ni 62uuphm 
<wy Uwpnp: LppumntEiniphitip bptt huvwp unul stu nv 
wumniMdwputniphii, nurwtwoip ni yw2muntniip stp, 
uy, wubboptwy mugthwy ni. qhmuyhg jwhdtupupniphit: 
UWhuw pk posn. SphumntEnyehiotp nv huyniyehitn qintglontt 
pon biniqniwsd vitaght Undutup Ybwtppt ni swnuyniyetuit uE9: 
Wumniwowupututut uygpnitpttpp ni dgvupmnippitttpp 
wi tipnpdtg wqquyht Sunuyniyptwt Guupny puzfuby pnnpho, 
Lppwtwth yr Mnwghih, Wwtppyuyh jek <uywumwth uky»:7 


CGupnihiullgf yugnpy jafrny... 


FOOTNOTES 


6. G. H. Chopourian, A Brief History of the Armenian Mission- 


ary Association of America (AMAA, 1998), page 17 
7. din. Unifutu Sutiupugqkut, Skupyph n. Cnuphynyekut 
Uwpnp (AMAA, 2002) kp 199 

Lin. 


Onhn. Fut 
fuwbtkut 
fupfulpi 
fupfuuquht 
Ebpniyeh 
<Sujhuqhuh 
Swiujuuputip: 


ULGunwnwlswlwun 


wphip muph wows, 8niihu 7, 1918, Uitphyuyh 

Uniuppp punwphpt uby otnviyn wnw wrtmnwpwutsu- 

Gut dquniittpny G huyyw wt nghny mngnpnit 

Yuquwytpwyniphrt up, Witphyuyh <wy ULtmw- 
putsmgwt Coytpwmygniyeprt whinitny, np pp Ynpdumniwsd 
woiniiny Yp jnpeynpgni—np Urtbmupwmtsmyut: Wonp hhi- 
Quinpnyehioip ywmuhuyutniytwut otnvin skp, uy, wqquypt 
ti hnqbinp wwhuitgh up: 

U_tmupwtsuqutp Guquwytnpynitgur wyhuyhuh 
duviwmoiuy up, inp Uptuimubhuyniyphitp Stnwmuywinyetwt 
€woqtpkt nnipu Yniqup woinudwhumniwmd: dnynynipynht 
wibtjp put Yup piwgtgniwd En: Utbwgnpnwgp npwtu 
Juba hnu nt hnt thmniws, Yhuuttn Yawtp up yp qumtp: 
<uwy Gytntghttpt nt nupngttpp, vawnjyph Yanpntttpt 
nt hwumuuniphrittpp pupnipwin ypaubh vts tht: buy 
Utnupwtswyuth hhvtuypniyttitt 10 optp wows, Uuyhu 
28-ht hnswniwd «<uywumwoih <woipwuytunzehitp» fp ;poby 
ybtbyn. Gwywumugnwhwt wuypupp yp vne_p: 

Uqquyht ttppht tr wpmumpht Yipw2htniyptwut ptinp 
Up swotipwtup 8bnuuywinipbokt tvuquynipd wqumwd 
YEpwuypnynttpni nuhh ypuy: Utp Gytntghttpt ni vzmyniyeuyht 
hwumuuniyehiittpp wkmp nittht thipwywt uhgngttpn., 
nowy tu gh Ywpbouyht hwuth) npptpnit nt nppbruppttpn.h, 


hhrwotnttpn1t nt upombtwybtpnit. npycu gh hngbinp utnin 
vumuyupupkept Ybpurypnn Utwgnpnwght, tr npytu gh 
Yuptoiuyht huytgh nuumbupwyniyehit guutpby top ubpnioinp 
huynpnhotpnit: 

Utonunuwtsu wth unwmetwuhtpye buwmuyp puigumptyny 
wuinp hhvtunhp whqnwitttptt nt wowght qnpdwyhp 
pupmninup dtp. Uphpwt GuywyGtubt, yp qnep. «Utp vup- 
whpnuugtwuy huy wqqn whmh wuypktp ppnt. wqq tr. Sumuykn 
bppt. swhwuthp pphumntkwuywt pupdp ufqpnitpttpn.t... 
Oiptit whhpudtzm Ep witt qtiny ummupt) vip wqquyht 
hnqtinn Ytpwhtiniytut qnnshb»: 

Uguyytu Yipwzhtniyptwt ydnempht puyg yuu qnpdop uguu: 
Bp ujqptwodwg onkt uyutuy Wvtppyuyh <uy We buupwbtswywt 
Coytpwuygnyeprtp nupdun puphph, jnyub Gr poyuf vzmuhnu 
wyphip up, nnd oqgunitgwt <ujng 8bnwmuywiniettitt 
YGpwypny pbynptbpp: 

<hippttuy tpyhpttpn. vey who Ywphp Yup Gytntghttpnr 
Gi nuypngwzktptpn: Uithmupwtsumyutp fp oqtinietwt 
d4typp Yupyuntyny thn Gybntghttp tr nupngttp yunnigtg 
Onpwhwumum hwy wiwtttpn Gt ghintpni uk: Gnjtpuy 
Stnwuywinietwth wwmméwnny Yhum2kbt vowgwsd tyt- 
nigwzbtptpt nt nupngwm2btptpp wipnnswgwt 2oinphpr 
Utunwpwtsw uth puptpupniyptuup: 
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* Glinphulujynyokut updutp £ Lapqu Sutiywgqhutifp ogin- 
felutp fr bkpypnutp ugu qpnyetwh wyumpuumnyelnuh huakup: 


Stutumltwt whan _y wyuytwtttpn. himbtiutpny, huy 
quypwtwtttp hupyunpnitgut gnnihy htnwinp Goyhpttpne 
ues, posuyjku Grpnuyw, <piuhuuyht tr <mpuruyjht Udttphywu 
nip huumuntght vouynit phwniyehit: Ruyg nip np qught, 
Utnupwtsw uth oqiwulwt dtypp hibwnttigur whintg: 

Witphyuyh <wy Uitmupwtsmyumt Coytpwmdgniptwt 
qnpon.tEniyhrtp wift muph wrtip pinwpdwtnitigut1, 
qupqugwi fnp qununhwpttpny ni opwghpttpny: Wo fn 
YQuumupnittpny ni tniwénivtttpny wipnng nup vp upgm 
UYtpbyph uks Gow, mbruyutoptt wrbyh hupumuwugu br wrtjp 
wbo qnidwpthtpny hwuun wtp dnnnynipynh Yupomniptutg: 

2017 muptznowoht woinp winuntwygniyehitp yp huuttp 
gning 22,000 h, Gr winp thiyewlwt hupumniyehitp’ gning 179 
Upypnt wnpuph, huy ohrwywt puzfuniittpp’ wityh put 9 
Upyhnt mnyup: GEpquyhu whnp qnpdonioitnyehitp Yp mupwonih 
24 tpyhpbtnnrz wks: 

Utnupwtswyuth mtpaqwt pupquiménitht wqnwl- 
ttpp puquuqut bo, poswytu hp Yuquuytpuywlwt vepttuyht 
Yuitntwinpnzyehiip, hp wu2mottniyetuit hngtinp tt wqquyht 
tn _ppwuyut ownuynyetwot up Ynsniwd pypujnt qhtinwuiygnyehioip, 
bp hnqupupaénzyebuit why éup puyg uppuyodwp tnippnitip, be 
bp nawwipnyptwt hbmtinnwmywt w2fuumutpn: 

Bp vey nuipni yupwén.t Yawtpny ni qnpdny, Witphyuyh 
<u) Uctnwupwtsuyut Coytpwlgniphrtp Yp hwtinhuwtuy 
pphumnttwuywt uppny br ownuyniyetwt qhmugniphitn 
Uunttwinpnnyn Yuqiwtnyniyprt up tnihpniws hwy 
dnynynipyh hngtinp tr wqquyht Ybpbyppt: Pp hutwuywpihwu, 
puptpup qnpdoniitnyetutg qniqntjpwg ULbhnupwoismyutp 
WEE wrtyh ninhttpny pp ownuyniyehrip wuumnigmsd E huy 
wqqght tr mmyur pinwmpdwmqws £ hp qnndonitktniyetwt 
quginp juyhoptt tupwumbiny <uy Ghphot n -wpniytwo, <uy 
Upnitumht nt Uzwynyeht: 

ULtwuwupwbsutwtp muphttpl hytp thgniy yiguws 
E <w) ULtbmupwtwuywt yupdwpwhttpn.t threwywt 
Yuptinn tywunttp huyeuyptiny whntg: Gbpyuypu <uyg. 
ULtnupwtwuywut Gybntght nith 25 nupngttp, npntp 
Yp mupnwoniht <ujptthpkt uptyst. Uthpiyph htinwinn 
Gpypwtwutpp: Unjt Yppewywt huumuumniphprtttpnr 
wubtkt winiwoiht yp hwtnhuwtuy Vypnyeh <uyyuqkhwt 
<uuuyuwpwip, np Uthhinpwhuyniyetwuo vpwy hutwyuupw ht 
E hhvitniws 1955-po: <wy Urtm. nuypngttpn: waw4tpmniyptwi 
90 mnynukt witypt Yp qwumywoih ny-wrtmupwtwuywt 
huvuytpthtpn.t npnigtE 2wmtp Ypywthuwun Yp unwiwt 
wnwtg jumpniptwti: Uju pninp nyupngttpp thiwywt 
odwinwynyehit Yn unwtwt ULhmupwbtsuyutkt: 

Wtuupwiswywtp fut. upzm ghmulhg tows E wtp 
Onn ubpnitinttpp Gytntghttpnit wks wywhbtynt whintg 
Ynotwtwt nuunbupwulniyeprt gudptyny: Mumuttywt be 
tphmuuwupnwuywut quiwywt atotwpyttpn.t hudwp wt 
muptwt who Gnippwuniniehitttp y’ptt: Suppottnt fh Yip 
wo Uthhinph ukg, huy 1990-F6 fh Yop Uuyp <uyptihph uty, <wy 
Utnupwtwuyut Yinpntttpn: t Gudpupttpn. uhgngun Yn 
supe pphumntiutwt te huytgh nuumpupwynyehit yepotyny, 
Onp utpnitinttp tybntgmuppniytwt tr huypttiwubpnytwt 
nqhnu: 

Ubypt, Ultmupwbtsuywtp mwutwudbuyotpt h ytp fp 
fQuywunp 4p pink hnqtinp qnpopsttpnt wwumpwmumniptui 
qnpoht uk: <wn E jhaty, np <uy Urbmupwtwyut ttipyuy 


qnpoot hnypttitpniti tr hngtinp qnpdopsttpn.t gwfugwfups 
UbOwUwubniepLip ppttg niuwinynniytwt muphttpnit 
fQuywumpttwyotpt Gowd th ULtmumpwbtsutwtht: 

Pug wunh, Utnwpwtswyutp hp wb6 ntpp nittgmsd £ 
hpunnupwlywlwt qnpdopt uty: Wo wkyk wrt}p hutquitutip- 
ttpny oumuyws £, tr ek Yp zwpn_twt sumuyby huy vzwnyehh, 
qahpht nt. qnwywtniptwt: <wqh. tpynt mwptywt wt 
uquw hhpuwmupwyky «<Lpumny tnuvubuy jebpyen: <Guuguy 
muphttpnit «UW ctmughp,» AMAA Record, The Armenian 
American Outlook t. AMAA News jetinyetinn: Wo fut thiyweytu 
Gr pupnyunytu odwhinwmywsd EF huy Urbuwpwtwuywt wuunzypo, 
hosytu fut. vkybohwu tows — muuttwulttpny ghpptpnr 
hpwmupwlniyetutg: 

Pp obtntwt opti ujutuy, Wtmupwtsumyutp toms £ 
w2fuuphwgphr huy ULbmupwtutwt Gybentghttpp upwginn 
wpduyetuy ety uwMupbyny whntg pupnwyub, hnqtinp Ge 
Ohryewtwt Yuphpttpn.t: 

Urtuwpwoiswywth <wphipwdtuy 3npbyiwotht wnyeh, 
Upots utp jupquaiph mninpp Y’ptoujboip winn tngwt- 
quyhammumy hpitwunhpttpnit tb. wintg ywonpynn tnipptuy 
Gpwfunuinpttpn1t, Yunopttip nn Wumniwsd onhtk quyt 
bp wnwm ophtniehitttpny, npyku qh wt gwpntiwyt 
popwhwy; nkwyh wibyh jntuwikm hnphqntttp, yunwyphuy 
huppipwitwuypt: O 


SAVE THE DATE! 


ARMENIAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 


Contennisl Cong ope 


October 20, "201 8 


The Biltmore Hotel, Crystal Ballroom 
Downtown Los Angeles 


Cbbating a Cen ler 7 f 


FAITH, an AND SERVICE! 


@ 
For more information call 
the AMAA Office at 
(201) 265-2607 
[filian@amaa.org - MPoulos@amaa.org 
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<wuphipwitwy 3wtétwonniyepii 


QutkG wwh6bwGs 


wphip muphttp wnug, 1918-hb, hn up huynpyhttp, 

qhuwihg hwy dnnnyninnh jim Gytnpttwt wihitinninp 

guipt Gr Yuypdpt tr whuwjny ULtmupwth 

uppuqmi wyumquuiht sinttin mnrht Witphyuyh 
<w) Utwnwipwtysutwot Coybpwutgniptwt: 

Luwuttrtopp muphttp wnwg, 1991-hot whuwjny 
gtinh dwytht tr hwyptth hnnh yYwhspt, UWitppyuyh <uy 
Utmupuwbtsmyut Coytpwmygniyehitp Guuyh Uwpquipth tut 
«Whunwuhy Gu, qh’u nnyb» wywmwufuwttg Wumnidny «Ny, 
npybw te vb&qh huwtwp ny whim tppwy> duyfpt tr nmp npw 
hophuup br popthapnut, fnpwhtufu<ujywunwth t. Wpgujuh 
puquuhuquputuy hnyht ypuy: 

Utugtwyp wyuminitwt Yp ywmywth br winp 
Yyuynyehiht E: 8tm Gyhinttbwt Upsht Uptrbyph wawuyum- 
Qtpni uks Yawtph pupwy ybypo tufuwfuburwtwt hpwuzgpny 
thuypyeninyn quigqniwmdttpni, quinewywtwywt hnuwhpttpnr 
pbipnitny w2fuwphwuthhiy mwupwoninyn huynietwi tr 
jim wtqwfhunietwt huypbthph fuwpufutw;, hqopnihitp 
ti panhwtpwytu huy dnynnynipnh hnqgtinp, huumgwywt 
ti Shqhpwmqwt pwponpniphrip tuwmuml nititowujny, 
ULtmupwtsuywtp pnin Gt wimpmn.iy sunuyjtg hwy 
dnnnynipnpt: Uyubny ywuntwywet huypbohph gnguyweunpt uty 
qhtp qnywpwg pinn tiny wawpwywt wuujtyw wt bpayhpttpbi 
Uptst. Grpnywh t. Witphywttpp Yuyp hwumumny tr 
Ytnounylu <wywumnwoih t. Upgujup hinwinp uwhiwtttpn.t 
wks wuypny huy dnnnynipynht WLimupuywlwotp duumnigkg hn 
puquw2tpm sunuynyehibottpn: 

UWotfumpynwfu uppny Ge hudtweuywpihwy ngpny ULtmw- 
pwtywtwotp hp hnquoniptwt hnywoiht mupwodtg wujphugwmsd 
vop, nppugwod npninjt, woiwtp vuitn ho, hhrwoin wyumuthho, 
won Eppmwuwpnht, whfuuphulu sunpwhwupt, ypyenyepit Ge 
qhunnzyhit mbtswgny niuwtinnht, muptght tr ynzwyunnipt 
Upuy: Wonp nigzuyjpniytwt wnwuptuy nupdawu ghnwuyjwtn.- 
pbtkt Gnynnypws huypttiwlnpnium qutqnimdttnkt wptsb. 
Upsht Uptrtyph wntbmwhup huynryeprotp Gr wotquifu huyptohph 
punwpughh, uuhtimtunttpa huy qhinp te qhunwght, putwyo 
ni qhtdwnuynnyp, Yhpwinpt nr hprwtinwtngn, tuhumwumy 
htipnuh ofnnt ni quiwttpp, pninpht wnnngniyehitt nr 
Ybtuutwyupnwyp, neunivit ni qupqugniun: 

Utnupwtywyutp, nupwinp Uuyn Gybntghh uppuqui 
wpuwptyiniytwti Ynypht juhqujuonkt mumpwdtg Wumnidn) 
fuoupp, pudttg Bphumnuh puph jnipp br huiwmph 
wntipttpnit wnwytnpntg hwy woihuunp: 

Wytwpytiny ULtbmupwtswmywth hhvtwuypniytut 
whhpwdtzmnietut Coytpwgnitwt wnwyght Gnpdswuyhn 
Lupumniyjwp Ltp. GuypwyGtwot yp puguunpe: 

«Utoip hhittghtp <w) Utnwpwtswywt Coybpwygni- 
phLtp, wy wumdéwnny np dbtp vip wipnne hnghny Yp 
hunwumuyhtp yk vwpmppnuwgbuy hwy wqgp whmp wuyptp 
bppbtr wqq, Sunwybyn npyku swhwypp pnpumnttutut pupdn 
punwpwulppniptwut Utpdawinp Uptriyjpp dnnnynipnttpnit 
wks: Opt, hupy tr wohpwdtzm tp with qiny uumupty wtp 
wqquyht hnqtinp yipwzhtniyetwut qnpdopt: <uingniwsd thtp 


pet huyywaqwt hupwqum nghny mngnpniwsd ULhnwpwtwlwt 
Gytntght, ppptr hngbinp Gr pupnwywt gopwinp wqnwl, 
Yuiptinp mn YGbum ut ytp n_ bh yamup typ wqquiagwhywttit 
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wyny MuUpwodtynr Wuundny Fuoupp tt Wcbmwpwth pwph jnipp 
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pwpnqbgtp pninn umtynoniwodttpnih Uwplnu 16:15: 

f. Ubq dumwhnnttpnt biuitp winwittpot 

Wnifumtop zmpntiwyb; ownuybh) Gt qnpot) hhvtniws 
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the Future 
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everend Jirair Sogomian, Pastor, university Chaplain and former Executive Director of the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America (AMAA), passed away on March 11, 2018, after a courageous years-long battle with Lewy 
ody Dementia. 

Rev. Sogomian was born Jirair Missak Apissoghomian in Alexandria, Egypt and was one of six siblings, three brothers 
and three sisters. He received his early education at Armenian private schools and at the College Saint Marc High School in 
Alexandria. Jirair felt the call to ministry during his youth in Egypt, in part due to the inspiration of Rev. Theodore Daghlian 
of the Armenian Evangelical Church in Alexandria. 

Following the completion of his secondary education, Jirair journeyed to Beirut, Lebanon, where he attended Haigazian 
College, American University of Beirut and Near East School of Theology. In 1961, while still in Beirut, Jirair married Grace 
Khachadourian, daughter of Rev. Nerses and Gulenia Khachadourian. 

In 1962, at the age of 25, Jirair and Grace came to the United States, and he attended Milligan College in Tennessee, 
where he received his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1963. They next relocated to Hartford, Connecticut, where Jirair continued 
his theological studies at Hartford Seminary and received his Master of Divinity degree in 1965. During his seminary 
education, Jirair acted as a student minister in charge of youth at the Groton Congregational Church. The Pastor of that 
church, Rev. Dr. Robert Bermudes, was a generous mentor to Jirair. 

Rev. Sogomian began his pastoral ministry at the United Armenian Calvary Congregational Church in Troy, New York, 
where he was ordained and led the church for three years. His daughter Sharon was born during this time. He then served 
for two years as Associate Pastor and Minister of Christian Education and Youth at Wapping Community Church, United 
Church of Christ (UCC) in Wapping (now South Windsor), Connecticut. His son Mark was born in Connecticut. 

Responding to a call for Armenian pastors, Rev. Sogomian continued his ministry with the Armenian Congregational 
Church of Greater Detroit in Southfield, Michigan, for five years from 1970 to1975. During his tenure in Michigan, the 
Church hosted the 1971 convention at which East and West Coast Unions merged and established the Armenian Evangelical 
Union of North America (AEUNA). 

In 1975, with the urging and support of another dear mentor, Rev. Dr. John Markarian, Rev. Sogomian moved with his 
family to Beirut, Lebanon, to be the Chaplain of Haigazian College (now Haigazian University) where he was also a lecturer 
in religious studies and was active in recruiting young people for future leadership in the ministry. While living in Beirut, 
Rev. Sogomian and his family traveled to Egypt and Iran in response to invitations to serve as a guest preacher, and to 
Kessab, Syria, where he acted as a youth leader with the Armenian Evangelical summer youth camp. Soon after the move 
to Beirut, civil war broke out in Lebanon, and Rev. Sogomian sustained a gunshot wound to his hand. 

Rev. Sogomian and his family returned to the U.S. in late 1975, and in 1976 relocated to California, where he pastored 
Immanuel Armenian Congregational Church in Los Angeles, California, for three years. Rev. Sogomian was instrumental 
in facilitating the successful purchase of the church’s current property in Downey, California, where the congregation has 
worshipped for 40 years. 

To address the needs of the Armenian immigrants in the Los Angeles area, Rev. Sogomian teamed up with his wife’s 
uncle, Jimmy Koundakjian, and established the AMAA-sponsored Armenian Evangelical Social Service Center in Hollywood, 
California, which tended to the needs of thousands of immigrants from Armenia. 
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In 1979, Rev. Sogomian accepted the challenge of ministering toa fledgling community church in Simi Valley, California. Under 
his leadership, Shepherd of the Valley UCC thrived and grew, and he faithfully served this congregation and community for 
10 years. In 1981, Jirair married Lorraine Deovlet. During this time, he helped lead several mission endeavors, serving the 
homeless, the hungry, and those in need of mental health care. He became an ecumenical leader in the area, organizing 
conferences as well as pastoral retreats. 

In 1990, Rev. Sogomian and Lorraine moved to Havertown, Pennsylvania, to pastor the Armenian Martyrs’ Congregational 
Church for 11 years until 2001. During his ministry there, the Church sponsored four Armenian refugee families, assisting 
them until they became well established. While in the Philadelphia area, Jirair led Armenian ecumenical programs such as 
joint Vartanantz celebrations and Armenian Martyrs’ Day commemorations. He also worked on the AEUNA Stewardship 
and Theological Education Committees and led the Church to make a significant commitment to the AEUNA Theological 
Education Endowment Fund. 

Rev. Sogomian was called by the AMAA to be its Executive Director in 2001. Multilingual and known for his goal- 
oriented administrative skills and organizational leadership, he served the AMAA and its mission faithfully until 2003. 

In 2003, Rev. Sogomian and Lorraine retired to Huntington Beach, California, to be close to their children and 
grandchildren. However, Jirair’s retirement was interrupted by a call to serve as Interim Pastor of the Immanuel Armenian 
Congregational Church in Downey, California for six years until his final retirement in 2011. 

Both in the United States and the Middle East, Rev. Sogomian served with distinction and dedication. He had a natural 
God-given gift for ministering to people who were suffering and in need of spiritual guidance and comfort. He made time 
to faithfully visit members of his congregations who were sick, hospitalized, and who, because of illness or disability, were 
confined to their homes; the personal connections he made with his parishioners were impactful and transformative. Time 
and again, he led and inspired his congregations to reach out into the community at large to serve the less fortunate, the 
hungry, the homeless and dispossessed. 

Rev. Sogomian contributed greatly to the life and ministries of the AMAA and AEUNA. Colleagues from the AMAA, 
AEUNA, Armenian Evangelical Church community, in addition to family members and friends, faithfully visited Rev. 
Sogomian during his illness and through his final days. 

A memorial service honoring and celebrating the life and work of Rev. Sogomian was held on April 13, 2018 at Immanuel 
Armenian Congregational Church, Downey, California. Mourners included family, friends, church members and associates 
who had a deep personal connection to Rev. Sogomian, many of whom traveled a great distance to be present. The Rev. Dr. 
Vahan H. Tootikian, Executive Director, Armenian Evangelical World Council, led the service, with tributes and memories 
shared by Rev. Vatche Ekmekjian, Pastor, Immanuel Armenian Congregational Church; Rev. Dr. Vartkes Kassouni, Former 
Moderator, AEUNA; Rev. Dr. John Khanjian, Former President, Haigazian University; Dr. Eileen Chopourian Stephey, Lay 
Leader, Armenian Martyrs’ Congregational Church; and Rev. Sogomian’s children, Sharon Sogomian Mequet and Mark 
Sogomian. Baghdo Khojikian, Lay Leader, Immanuel Armenian Congregational Church, sang two solos accompanied by 
Rev. Dr. John Khanjian; Jake Mequet, Rev. Sogomian’s grandson, read scripture; and Mrs. Melanie Vetrano served as the 
organist. Following the service, there was a memorial luncheon where friends, relatives, colleagues and parishioners 
shared additional memories and remarks. 

Rev. Sogomian is survived by his wife Lorraine; his children Sharon Sogomian Mequet and Mark Sogomian; Lorraine’s 
children Michael Deovlet, Sheri Olson and Allison Vamvas; sisters Chaké Weigmann, Aida Dishman and Marie Galustian; 
brothers Arty Sagan and Berge Apissoghomian; and his grandchildren and extended family. 

Donations in memory of Rev. Sogomian can be made to the AMAA or to the Immanuel Armenian Congregational 
Church of Downey, CA. 


Editor's Note: AMAA Executive Director/CEO Zaven Khanjian with his wife Sona visited with Badveli Jirair on March 7, a 
few days before his passing. They enjoyed singing hymns that Rev. Sogomian liked and spent time in prayer with him. Mr. 
Khanjian sent a special message on behalf of the AMAA to the Memorial Service of Rev. Sogomian, which was read by 
Levon Filian, West Coast Executive Director of the AMAA. May God’s grace, the love of Jesus Christ, and the comfort of the 
Holy Spirit be with the family and loved ones of Rev. Sogomian. 
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IN MEMORIAM: REv DR. ARA JIZMEJIAN 
1967 — 2018 


Vartouhi Jizmejian. On the week of his birth even President of Cyprus Archbishop Makarios greeted him into the 
world. 

At the age of six, the family moved to Lebanon, where he attended the elementary section of the Armenian Evangelical 
Central High School of Ashrafieh. A few years later, Ara became a big brother to Hrair and when Ara was nine, the family 
moved to Toronto, Canada. Mihran and Vartouhi were working evenings, and so at the age of nine, Ara began to watch and 
care for his younger brother. God was preparing Ara to watch over young people, even at an early age. 

Ara was never challenged scholastically. School came easy for him and he breezed through education. However, the 
real challenge for Ara was in sports so he decided to enroll in many activities. In his last year of secondary education, he 
was awarded the "athlete of the year," because he had enrolled in 14 extracurricular activities including cross-country, 
badminton, basketball, volleyball, chess club, American football, and ping pong. 

At the age of 16, Ara was given the opportunity to share his testimony in church. He took this seriously. A few days 
before, he paced the hallway back and forth going over what he was going to say. He took the time and recorded it and 
played it back, memorizing what he was to say. After he shared it in church, he told his mom that "He really enjoyed doing 
this and he should be doing this all his life." 

He finished his primary and secondary education in Toronto and upon graduating, he enrolled at the University of 
Toronto. After his first year, he decided he did not want to continue at the University, so he found a job that paid the most 
at the student employment center. The person remarked, "This is a heavy job." It was a shingles factory, and he had to carry 
hot pails of tar through the factory when the conveyor belt stopped. Before the end of the summer, he came back and said, 
"I’m going back to University." He had noticed that the factory workers were intelligent people but were stuck doing this 
job because they had no education or could not speak the language, so he did not want to be like them. He returned to the 
University and finished with a Bachelors in Economics. 

During this time Ara attended the Armenian Evangelical Church of Toronto’s youth group, where he also served as the 
Church’s Sunday school teacher, summer VBS leader, member of the council, and eventually as a youth leader. 

After he completed his bachelors, during the summer months, Ara thought about his future, and it was during this time 
he received his call into ministry. He attended the University of Toronto’s Victoria College Seminary for one year and then 
continued his education at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary in South Hamilton, MA where he received his Masters of 
Divinity degree in 1997. 

Sylvia Melkonian and Ara met at the annual spring retreat at Muskoka Woods for the Montreal and Toronto churches. 
Eventually they served together on the Armenian Evangelical Youth Fellowship (AEYF) Executive Committee and various 
other opportunities such as AEYF mission trips. In 1995, they dated for one week, and then Ara proposed. They were 
married on January 6, 1996. 

During their first several years of marriage, Ara and Sylvia served as Joint Youth Group leaders for the First Armenian 
Church of Belmont, MA and Armenian Memorial Church of Watertown, MA. Upon completion of his Masters of Divinity 
degree, he served his one year of internship at the First Armenian Church of Belmont under Rev. Vartan Hartunian’s 
supervision. 

Before beginning his pastoral ministry, he was ordained on April 19, 1998 at the Armenian Evangelical Church of Toronto 
by the Armenian Evangelical Union of North America (AEUNA). He received his first pastoral call from the Armenian Church 
of the Martyrs in Worcester, MA, where he served for 7 years, from 1998 until 2004. 


Ree Dr. Ara Jizmejian was born December 21, 1967, in Nicosia, Cyprus to a Christian family, Mihran and 
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Obituaries 


In 2000, Rev. Ara and Sylvia were instrumental with the foundation of AEUNA’s camp ministry to be launched on the 


East Coast, the Camp AREVELK. In December of the same year, they welcomed their first son, Garen. In 200 hile serving 
at the Armenian Church of the Martyrs, Rev. Ara stepped into the role of AEUNA Eastern Region Youth 
in this capacity until 2016, where at the recent Biennial, the AEUNA amended his 


AEUNA/AEYF Ministries of the Eastern Region Churches. 


third son, Ara. 


In 2005, Rev. Ara saw a need at one of the AEUNA communities and became an ihterim : 
Euphrates Evangelical Church in Providence, RI. He would commute back and forth fron 
congregation. Rev. Ara was also instrumental in arranging and supervising Rev. Mgo Mekr: 


> change his title to | 


ister. He s served 


2006 to 2008. In 2011, Rev. Ara completed his Doctorate in Preaching from his alma m 


Seminary. 


Throughout the years, Rev. Dr. Ara served the AEUNA’s Eastern Region churches b 


youth, the congregations, and the pastoral staff. Rev. Dr. Ara was a visionary and expanded t! 


is survived by his father and mother, Mihran and Wartouli lizmelian: brother Hrair, his wife Sylvia and t ean 


Cedric and Ara. 


Editor's Note: On April 4, 2018, AMAA Executive Director/GEO Zaven Khanjian with his wife Sona visited with Rev.\Dr. Ara 
Jizmejian and his family, spending time in prayer and reflection. A message of condolence from Mr. Khanjian was sent to the 
Funeral Service for Rev. Dr. Jizmejian, which took place in Belmont, MA. Mr. Khanjian participated at the Memorial Service 
in Toronto on May 13, 2018 and brought his message on behalf of the AMAA. May God comfort the family members and 
loved ones of Rev. Dr. Ara Jizmejian. , 


George Barzakian 
On April 18, 2018, 
the Lord called George 
Barzakian (Purzekian) 
home at the age of 
79, surrounded by his 
family and friends. 
George was born 
in Rehaniye, Turkey to 
parents Ohannes and 
Nazira. The youngest of four children, he lost 
his father when he was two years old. The 
family immigrated to Aleppo, Syria where 
he lived most of his life. George married 
his first wife, Seta Khorasanian, in 1967 
and God granted them four children Nora, 
Maral, Hovig and Taline. He was an active 
member of the Assyrian Evangelical Church 
in Aleppo, where he served as a Board member 
and Treasurer for many years. He loved the 
Lord with all his heart and accepted Him 
as his Lord and Savior at a young age. He 
received his spiritual nourishment by praying 


and reading the Bible every day, attending 
the church worship services regularly, and 
raising a family where Christ was Lord, just 
as he learned from his devout mother. As a 
result, George’s children were rooted in the 
love of the Word of God. At the same time, 
he was a member of the Emmanuel Armenian 
Evangelical Church in Aleppo, where his 
children attended Sunday school, youth group 
and were actively involved in church life. He 
was a devoted and caring father, and a loving 
husband. He lost his wife unexpectedly in 
February 2002 but stayed strong by leaning 
on the promises of God. 

As an experienced tractor mechanic, 
George worked hard and was appreciated 
by the community. He saw the proper 
education of his children as a priority. They 
all married and had families and children and 
his grandchildren were his love and joy. 

In 2011, while visiting his daughter 
Taline in Philadelphia, he met his current wife, 
Kayaneh Shirozian. She was there for him 


when he was diagnosed with cancer and cared 
for him with love and patience. He battled the 
disease with faith accepting the will of God in 
his life. 

George is survived by his wife Kayaneh 
and his children, Nora (Samuel Kerbabian 
of Aleppo), Maral (Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian 
of Beirut), Hovig (Vicky of Toronto), 
Taline (Sevag Shirozian of Philadelphia) 
and grandchildren: Kachig, Garin, Arda, 
Talar, Shogher, Serly, Karni, Ari and Shant. 
He is also survived by his eldest brother, 
Boghos (Louisa) Purzekian, and sister, Lydia 
Purzekian, both of Australia, as well as his 
extended family and friends here and abroad. 

Funeral services were held on April 24 at 
the Armenian Martyrs’ Congregational Church 
of Havertown, PA officiated by Rev. Dr. Peter 
B. Doghramji. Interment was at Glenwood 
Memorial Gardens. Donations in his memory 
can be made to the Armenian Martyrs’ Church 
of Havertown or the St. Gregory Armenian 
Illuminators Church of Philadelphia. O 
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Christine Boyajian 

Christine Ann Baha- 
dourian Boyajian, 45, of 
Natick, MA died peacefully 
on Monday March 12, 2018 
at Massachusetts General 
Hospital. She was the 
beloved wife of Paul Gary 
Boyajian for nearly 20 years 
and loving mother of Alexander Hagop age 16, and 
Mark Robert age 11. 

Born in New York, New York, she was the 
daughter of Anahid (Batmanian) Bahadourian and 
the late Haroutune Bahadourian, sister of Armen 
Bahadourian and his wife Ani and their children 
Kyle and Leilani, sister in law of Christine Kotchian 
and her husband Girair and their children Catherine 
and Michael. 

Christine was a graduate of Bentley College and 
worked as a Human Resoutce specialist in New York 
and Boston. Above all, most important to Christine 
was her faith in Christ, her love for God and providing 
love and support to her husband and two sons. She 
expressed her faith in everything she did and it guided 
her throughout her life with her family and friends. 

A memorial service was held on March 17 at 
the First Armenian Church, Belmont, MA. be private. 

Expressions of sympathy may be made in her 
memory to the First Armenian Church of Belmont, 
MA, or General Hospital Metastatic Breast Cancer 
Research Fund in Massachusetts. 


a 
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Luther Derian 

Luther Derian 
(Deyirmendjian) of Los 
Angeles, CA passed away 
on April 25, 2018. He was 
born on February 24, 1932 
in Jerusalem, Palestine 
to Nazenik and Benjamin 
and had two older brothers, 
Simon and Harry. 

Just after 1948 when the political climate 
in Jerusalem changed, Luther’s older brothers 
emigrated to the United States and Luther and his 
parents fled to Amman, Jordan, hoping to return to 
Jerusalem within a few months. However, in late 
1948, Luther’s father passed away and his mother 
decided to send Luther to join his brothers in the 
US. It wasn’t until June 1952 that Luther arrived in 
New York and soon after, he joined Harry and Simon 
in Los Angeles. 

Not long after arriving in Los Angeles, Luther 
was drafted into the Army in April 1953 during the 
Korean War. He became a US citizen on December 
7, 1953 just a year after arriving in the States. It 
was at this time, he and his brothers decided to 
shorten their last name from Deyirmendjian to 
Derian. Luther was honorably discharged from the 
Army in April 1955. 

In 1956, Luther's mother joined him in Los 
Angeles. With the assistance of the GI Bill, 


Serge Krikorian 

Serge Krikorian of 
Wyckoff, NJ and a life long 
supporter of AMAA passed 
away on March 6, 2018 at 
the age of 85. 

Serge was born on 
November 6, 1932 to the 
late Krikor and Acabi Kriko- 
rian. Along with his sister 
Anahid, the family lived in Sunnyside, Queens and 
then moved to Riverdale in the Bronx. A graduate of 
DeWitt Clinton High School in the Bronx, he enlisted 
inthe Navy, proudly serving on the USS Purdy during 
the Korean War before being honorably discharged 
in 1956. He attended New York University earning 
his Bachelor of Arts in Business. 

Serge began his career at Lehman Brothers 
before joining Hekemian and Co. in Hackensack 
where he headed the Insurance Department for over 
50 years. He was still proudly working every day 
right up until his recent health issues. He truly loved 
interacting with his fellow employees and clients and 
always looked forward to lunches with colleagues 
and friends. Serge was passionate about giving 
back and had a special place in his heart for young 
people in the local community. He served as part 
of numerous organizations, notably as a longtime 
member and former President of the Hackensack 
Rotary. He also served as Commissioner of the 
Armenian Churches Sports Association and led 
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Luther was able to obtain a bachelor’s degree 
in Mechanical Engineering from California State 
University in 1960. 

In 1963 while visiting his cousin Mary Etian in 
Chicago, he was re-connected with Mary's daughter 
Arda, not having seen her since his time in Amman, 
Jordan. After corresponding with her for two years, 
Luther proposed to Arda, however she was hesitant 
at first as she wanted to graduate college before 
their engagement. He assured her that she would 
be able to do that after they were married. They 
were married in Chicago in 1965 and settled in Los 
Angeles. Luther kept his promise and Arda was 
able to finish her education. Together they had 3 
daughters, Karenne, Sonya and Lisa. 

Luther worked in various positions as a civil/ 
environmental engineer for the city of Los Angeles 
for 37 years and retired in 1996 at the age of 
64. He enjoyed his retirement by traveling more 
frequently, staying active by regularly going to the 
YMCA, as well as spending quality time with his 
family and friends. 

Luther is survived by his wife Arda, daughters 
Karenne, Sonya and Lisa, son-in-law Steve 
Sarkissian, and three grandchildren, Devin 
Lawrence, Christopher and Maya Sarkisian. 

The funeral service was held May 4 at 
the Forest Lawn Cemetery in Los Angeles, CA. 
Donations may be sent in Luther's memory to C 
& E Merdinian Armenian Evangelical School in 
Sherman Oaks, CA. 


the Armenian Presbyterian Church's basketball 
program for many years. He could always be found 
on Sunday afternoons keeping the scorebook at the 
league's basketball games. 

His greatest achievement was his family. He 
and his wife Ann were married on October 6, 1963, 
first living in Hackensack before settling in Wyckoff 
and raising their four children, Elizabeth, Gregory, 
Aimee and Douglas. He was a loving husband, father 
and grandfather. He cherished his time with family 
both in Wyckoff and at the family home on the Jersey 
Shore. He loved the Yankees and Rangers and one 
of his greatest memories was being at Game 7 of the 
1994 Stanley Cup Finals to see his Rangers finally 
raise the Cup! 

Serge is survived by his beloved wife of 54 
years, Ann Krikorian. Devoted father to Elizabeth 
Aynilian and her husband Nicholas, Gregory 
Krikorian and his wife Tamara, Aimee Kientopp 
and her husband Bob, and Douglas Krikorian 
and his wife Yana. Grandfather to 10 beautiful 
grandchildren: Nicholas Jr., Stephanie, Thomas, 
Paige, Caroline, Brandon, Sophia, Kayla, Kyle 
and Damian. Dear brother of Anahid Krikorian. 
Serge cherished the friendships he had with so 
many that touched his life. He will be greatly 
missed by all who knew him. 

Visitation was held on March 14 at the 
Armenian Presbyterian Church of Paramus, NJ. 
Donations may be made to the Armenian Pres- 
byterian Church or the Hackensack Rotary. O 
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Rose Levonian 

Rose Levonian of 
Watertown, MA, formerly of 
Framingham, passed away 
on January 2, 2017. 

Rose died last year 
after a life career of ser- 
vice to community and 
church charities. Upon 
the death of her mother, 
she came to the United States at the age of six to 
live with her father, sister Lucy and brother-in-law 
George Nazarian. From an early age, Rose's faith 
was nurtured by her Christian family and by the 
religious education she received at the Armenian 
Memorial Church in Watertown. 

After working fora YMCAin Boston, she decided 
to follow a career in service through the YMCA and 
attended Springfield College graduating in 1957 with 
a degree in humanities. Rose began her career after 
college as the Women and Girls' Director atthe YMCA 
in Joliet, IL. During the ten years she served there, 
Rose was a positive influence and a much-loved 
community leader. 

Rose joined the staff of The Pine Street United 
Presbyterian Church in Harrisburg, PAin 1967 as Di- 
rector of the Boyd Memorial Center. Under her leader- 
ship, the Center provided programs for the elderly, peo- 
ple in need and youth. She also served on the Pastoral 
Staff of the Church, which honored her in 1982 with 
a service of praise and thanksgiving for her ministry. 
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Rose returned home to Massachusetts in 1982 
to become the Associate Director of Camps and Con- 
ferences of the United Churches of Christ. Wherever 
she served, she left a legacy of loving care. She gave 
her love and was beloved by many. In her retirement, 
she was an active member of The Plymouth Church in 
Framingham. For the last five years of her life, Rose 
lived in an assisted living facility in Watertown near 
her large extended family. 

Although Rose's career of service and ministry 
extended beyond the Armenian community, she 
cherished and maintained her connection to that com- 
munity. Awoman of modest means, she nevertheless 
made bequests to her original Armenian Memorial 
Church and to the AMAA whose work was dear to 
her heart. 

She was the beloved daughter of the late Levon 
and Victoria Halebian Levonian, devoted sister of Angel 
Parseghian and the late Lucy Nazarian, Hripsime 
Nazarian and Euphronia Kabakian, loving aunt of 
Victoria Tomasian and her husband Dr. Aram Tomasian 
and George Nazarian and his wife Elizabeth. She is also 
survived by many loving nieces, nephews, great nieces 
and great nephews. 

Amemorial service was held at Plymouth Church 
of Framingham on January 8, 2017. O 


George Manougian 

George Manoukian 
of San Jose, CA, passed 
away peacefully on Janu- 
ary 11, 2018, one day after 
his 60th wedding anniver- 
sary. He was 94. 

George was born to 
Dr. and Mrs. Misak Ma- 
noukian in Lebanon. His 
father was a country doctor serving three towns 
in the mountains of Lebanon, reaching patients by 
horse and mule. George loved to feed and water 
the animals. 

He had two brothers and one sister, two sets 
of twins. He played with the Arab neighbor boys 
and went to school with them. He also went to 
Sunday School and learned about Jesus from a 
missionary woman sent to Lebanon to teach the 
children. 

When George was 13, the family returned to 
Beirut. George left his happy childhood behind to 
study in the city and to pursue violin lessons. In his 
early twenties, he accepted the Lord as Savior and 
the unquenchable flame to win the lost burned in 
his heart. 

He attended the American University for four 
years and then started a business of his own. He 
became a Lighting Fixtures Specialist and designed 
and manufactured beautiful lamps, marble tables 
and chandeliers for his customers, many of whom 
were Americans. 

His marriage to Esther Salibian, his pastor's 
daughter, enabled them to seek the lost together, 
wherever and whenever the Lord led. He became 
a Gideon in 1966 and graduated from the Child 


Evangelism Fellowship Leadership Training Institute 
in 1973 with Esther. 

In 1975, war erupted in Lebanon but the 
Manoukian family was spared bullets, rockets and 
bombs. They settled in the United States with their 
five children, Christine, Sylvia, Norair, Lena and Ari. 
The Lord eventually called them to the land of their 
ancestors in Armenia to establish Child Evangelism 
in a formerly atheistic society. It was God's doing, 
and it was teamwork to the praise of His grace. 

George shared the Gospel to his last breath. On 
the same day of his passing, seven medical workers 
received Gideon testaments. His wife, five children, 
fifteen grandchildren and six great grandchildren 
are the blessed recipients of George's legacy. U) 


Margaret Nalbandian 

Margaret Setian Na- 
Ibandian of Warwick, RI, 
an AMAA Life Member and 
supporter of AMAA's Child 
Sponsorship Program, 
passed away on Septem- 
ber 10, 2017 at the age of 
91. Margaret was the wife 
of Jack Nalbandian. Two a 
weeks after her passing Margaret and Jack would 
have celebrated their 68th wedding anniversary. 

Born in Providence, RI, Margaret was the 
daughter of the late Zakar and Armenouhi Toutarian 
Setian and lived in Cranston before moving to 
Warwick in 1953. 

Margaret was a member of the Spring 
Green Memorial Church for 64 years, serving as 
church pianist for 25 years. An active member of 
the Church, she served in many other capacities 
including singing in the adult choir, director of the 
youth choir, and as a member of WIGS. 

Margaret worked for the RI Department 
of Children, Youth and Families in Providence 
before raising her own children. She later became 
a travel agent, sparking a love and interest 
in cruise travel. A well-respected, self-taught 
pianist, gifted seamstress and avid shopper, 
Margaret loved spending time with her husband, 
together enjoying activities such as bowling and 
ballroom dancing. 

In addition to her husband, Margaret is survived 
by two daughters, CarolA. Johnson and her husband 
Fredrick, and June E. Dowiot and her husband 
Robert; a son, Martin J. Nalbandian and his wife 
Deborah; and a brother, Leo Setian. She had nine 
treasured grandchildren: Alissa, Andrew, Joshua, 
Jonathan, Justin, Nicole, Kimberly, Jessica, and 


Emily; and eight great-grandchildren. She was the 
sister of the late Richard Setian. Even in declining 
health, Margaret kept her strong spirit, determination, 
and sense of humor. She was an inspiration to those 
around her and will be greatly missed. 

Amemorial service was held on September 30 
at Spring Green Memorial Church in Warwick. U) 


Lois Zarifian 

Lois Zarifian, wife of 
the late Rev. Avedis John 
Zarifian, passed away on 
March 8, 2018 in Montreal, 
QC, Canada. She was 87. 

Lois, born on April 21, 
1930 in Beirut, Lebanon, 
was the first born of four 
sisters and a brother in the 
family of Rev. Kevork Balikian and Sela Barsoum. 
The family moved to Argentina when Rev. Balikian 
accepted a call to be Pastor of the Armenian 
Evangelical Brotherhood Church in Buenos Aires. 
Lois attended the Ward College for her primary and 
secondary education and, after graduating from the 
British Hospital, she completed her internship and 
continued working there as a nurse. 

In 1952, Lois married Rev. Zarifian. In 1955, 
they were blessed with a baby boy, Daniel. Lois 
continued working in the Theological Seminary. 

Lois served as a pastor's wife supporting the 
churches where Rev. Zarifian was called to be 
Pastor: Armenian Evangelical Church of Buenos 
Aires 1951-1962; Armenian Evangelical Ararat 
Church in Salem, NH 1962-1966; and the Arme- 
nian Evangelical Church of Montreal 1967-1977, 
where they devoted their time to the needs of new 
immigrants. During this time, she worked part-time 
as a nurse in St. Mary's Hospital. From 1977-1980 
she accompanied her husband for a Middle Eastern 
Evangelistic tour. Upon returning from the Middle 
East they served at the Armenian Evangelical Eu- 
phrates Church of Providence, RI from 1980-1998. 
In 1998, the Zarifians settled in Montreal and in 
April 2016 they resided in the Ararat Apartments for 
Senior Citizens. After the passing of Rev. Zarifian in 
December 2017, Lois settled into anew care center, 
St-Moritz (Cote Vertu) in early March. She passed 
away soon after moving to her new residence. 

She was a faithful woman, dedicated believer, 
mother, sister and friend. Her love for God, her smile 
and compassionate heart were striking lines in her 
life. She will be missed. 

Funeral services were held on March 17, 2018 
at the Armenian Evangelical Church of Montreal. 


The AMAA Board of Directors and the staff wish to extend their heartfelt 
condolences to the families of the following deceased friends. 


* Alice Festekjian 
North Ridge, CA 
Diana Der Hovanessian 
Cambridge, MA 


Walnut, CA 


Memorials designated for AMAA 


Rendel Levonian, M.D. 


Hagopjan Magarian 
Sdo Paulo, Brazil 


* Miriam Malkhasian 
Watertown, MA 

* Marlene Voskian 
Altadena, CA 

* Robert Ziegler 
Oradell, NJ 
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Featured Books 


A Century of Armenian 
Protestantism 1846-1946 
(Second Printing) 

The author recounts the 
istory of the Armenian 
Evangelical movement 
rom its beginning to 1946. 
by Leon Arpee 

Item # 365 - Price: $20.00 


Reclaiming Konia 

A tale of love, loss and the 
Armenian Genocide — based 
on the true story of Melkon 

* Jenanyan. 

By Heather Ruth Martin 
Item # 376CO - Price: $14.99 


RECLAIMING. 
= ; 


Armenian English Diglot 
New Testament 

Western Armenian and 
Today's English version. 
Item # 508 - Price $15.00 


Exploring Our Faith: 

In the Words of the 
Apostles' Creed 

By Rev. Dr. Peter 
Doghranjji 

| Item # 358 - Price: $10.00 


EXP 
OUR EAITH 


agegees 
A0 AC 


ING 


| The Armenian Genocide 


™ Foreign Office Archives, 
| 1915-1916 


&© Wolfgang Gust 
¥ | |tem # 349 - Price: $75.00 


> by Rev. Dr. Vartkess 
» Kassouni 
Item # 381 - Price: $15.00 


A History of Armenian 
Christianity (Second 
Printing) 

A fairly objective overview 
of the Christian pilgrimage 
of the Armenian people 
throughout the centuries. 
by Leon Arpee 

Item # 366 - Price: $30.00 


The Hymnal (Hokevor 
Yerkaran) 

Zngtinp Cpqupwt 
Bilingual Hymns 

Item # 353 - Price: $30.00 


| Shall Not Die 

A Tribute to the 
Faithfulness of God. The 
personal accounts of Rev. 
Sarian’s survival story during 
the Armenian Genocide. 

By Rev. Nerses Sarian 
Edited by Eric W. Gosden 
Item # 347 - Price: $12.00 


I SHALL 
NOT DIE 


Evidence from the German 


Compiled and edited by 


The Thirsty Enemy 
The Youth Home of 


- A Memoir 
Istanbul: A Story of the cua, Dr. Markarian’s (founding 
Remnants' Homecoming. President of Haigazian 


By Hrant Guzelian University) and his wife’s ad- 


venturous living in Lebanon 
during the Civil War Years. 
Rev. Dr. John Markarian 
Item # 335 - Price: $15.00 


Item # 357- Price: $20.00 


Points of Life 

The story of a thoughtful Pas- 

tor who experiences life’s pos- 
itive and negative encounters 

and considers their impact on 

his life and ministry. 


The Recipes of Musa Dagh 
An Armenian Cookbook in 
_a Dialect of its Own 

_ by Alberta, Anna and 

» | Louisa Magzanian 


see Item # 364CO - Price: $19.50 


For a complete listing of our Bookstore items, please contact AMAA Bookstore: 201.265.2607, or visit www.amaa.org/bookstore 


Cunnhw&wyn._eGudp Unugwup 
Received With Thanks 


or = 
Co 1 | ill 
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The AMAA acknowledges with gratitude receipt of the following new bilingual publications: 


LwoewyGpn_ek - 66 hupuwunpy Gnn_ehLuugn - 4Gn. Spaqnwu GuujGwu 

UG6 Gnwgh Owuden_u NinGenptpp Ge Awdwuywpiwy Qwuun_ehiu Mwuywuywn Uquuwywu 
UnLtuwgn_tyeGuwu - 9. Awunnn - Sune WwnnhuwnGuu 

Lntuwpéwyh Sw - Wuhwdny Cyjwynt Gawunvehcun - Gantuwun 2. 2wunLup 


Trinitarian Ethics - Peter Doghramji 


At the Crossroad of DerZor - Hilmar Kaiser in collaboration with Luther and Nancy Eskijian 


Lightlab - Suzanne O. Shera 


50 Years Promise Progress Presence - St. Vartan Armenian Cathedral 1968-2018 


It Will Be a Day of Great Rejoicing - Vasken | 


1918 § 2018 


EVERY SUM & ER the AMAA supports Armenian Evangelical Camps and Daily Vacation Bible 


Schools, which offer thousands of children and youth an experience where 
they can escape from their impoverished daily routines. AMAA Camps are wenderful programs that foster self- 
esteem, build self-confidence and, most importantly, give campers the opportunity to hear the Werd of God. Dedicated 
and loving counselors lead fun and educational activities, where campers play, explore and discover. Campers especially 
love activities related to culture, sports and Christian Education. 


Through the kindness and generosity of our donors, the AMAA operates two overnight camps (Camp Sheen- 
Sheghig in Hankavan, Armenia and Camp Bedrosian in Shushi, Artsakh) as well as over 3S day camps in other areas 
of the Homeland. 


Please help the AMAA continue giving children some much-needed summer fun! Support the AMAA Camp Program. 


ON BEHALF OF ALL OF OUR YOUNG AMAA CAMPERS, THANK YOU AND HAVE A WONDERFUL SUMMER! 


T wan} te help Enclosed is my donation of $ 
children in for: Children @ $70 each for overnight camps Children @ $40 each for day camps 


Armenia & Name: Phone: E-mail: 


Artsakh Address: City: State: Zip: 
attend AMAA 


Summer Ca mps! Paramus, NJ 07652 or make a secure online donation at www.amaa.org 


Please make check payable to: Armenian Missionary Association of America with memo: Armenia Summer Camps. Mail to 31 W. Century Road, 


F caer ae P Non-Profit Org. 
Armenian Missionary Association of America U.S. Postage 


31 West Century Road : PAID ss 
‘ramus, 
Paramus, NJ 07652 ee 
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Convention in Athens of the Four Churches of Greece, early 1900s. 


